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By Amrik Singh 

H ope is a cruel thing. It 
refuses to die. Even 
when things are going 
against us, we cling to it 
and trust to the unknown in the 
hope that something favourable 
will happen. So often, that does 
not happen and then one feels 
cheated and betrayed. This is 
what makes one say that hope is 
a cruel thing. 

Now that it is all over, one 
wonders why one entertained any 
hope at all. As things fall into their 
place, bit by bit, it becomes clear 
that it could not have been other- 
wise. Kehar Singh has been 
hanged not because the man was 
found guilty; he has been hanged 
because it had been decided to 
hang him. 

What was the point at issue? 
Nobody contended that he should 
be let of. The only demand was 
that the sentence of death should 
be commuted into life imprison- 
ment; the proof was not conclusive 
enough to hang him. The evidence 
produced against him amounted 
only to guilt by association. In this 
situation, if it was a choice 
between life and death, one could 

Continued to 4 


FAREWELL TO 
KEHAR SINGH 



Kehar Singh srelatives gathered outside the Tihar Jail on the morn of 6 Jan 1983. 


W hy Kehar Singh was 
hanged is becom- 
ing clear. Indeed two 
developments have 
made it amply clear. One are the 
happenings in Jammu and the 
second is the statement issued by 
some Congress leaders led by 
Uma Shankar Dixit, Darbara 
Singh, Arjun Singh etc. 

The intention is to keep the Sikh 
issue alive. The Congress(l) won 
a landslide victory in 1984 and it 
seems it believes that if the Sikh 
issue is not allowed to die down it 
would work to its advantage. But 
the unfortunate aspect is that a 
section of Sikhs themselves and 
some Hindu communalists have 
started playing in the hands of 
ruling party. Jammu events are a 
pointer to it. 

The Divide 

J ammu has militant Sikh acti- 
vists as well as aggressive 
Hindu groups. In an already tense 
situation the city's community 
leaders and authorities should 
have taken care. What the proces- 
sionists did was is what the 
powers that be want. All these 
years vested interests have net 
been able to push the Hindus and 
Sikhs towards communal rioting. 
Even Satwant Singh realised it 
and appealed in his last wish for 
calm and peace in the wake of his 
death. Earlier by handing four 


Violence In Jammu 

Back To Square One 

By Our Special Correspondent 



innocent persons some die hards 
also played in the hands of vested 
interests and essentuated the 
communal divide. 

In Jammu Shiv Sena has also 
been growing in strength in the 
region unabated. It was behind the 


Scene of rioting in Jammu. 

violnece in Jammu following the 
assassination of Indira Gandhi. 
Both the militant Sikhs and Shiv 
Sena Hindus do not realise that 
whom does this development help 
politically. It does not help the Shiv 
Sena, nor does it help the Sikhs; 


it helps only the ruling party. 

Administrative Failure 

M ore serious is the role of law 
and order authorities. 
According to reports, the police 
were quite ineffectual. The Chief 
Continued to '6 
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Sound And Fury 


Letters On 
Kehar Singh’s 

Execution 

Dear Sir; 

T his is with reference to the 
execution of Kehar Singh and 
tSatwant Singh on 6th January 
1 989. As an ordinary citizen of 
India, I sent a telegram to the 
Prime Minister of India and also a 
telex message to Lok Sabha, for 
saving their lives. 

Now they have been hanged. It 
is only the time to come which 
should reveal that it was not a cor- 
rect step. 

Lastly once again it has been 
proved that the President of India 
means nothing. The President of 
India should not be a political man 
belonging to a political party. Both 
Shri Zail Singh and Shri R. Ven- 
kataraman could not take the right 
decisions when the time 
-demanded so. The President of 
India should be a very learned 
man like Shri Sarvapalli Radha 
Krishnan. 

Yours 

L.S. Bahl 

Defence Colony 
New Delhi 


T he Govt action in not granting 
last desjre of Kehar Singh and 
Satwant Singh is unfortunate and 
ill-conceived. Does it not amounts 
to inspired political confrontation 
with which the Govt is indulging for 
the past decade in Punjab? Is it 
not throwing knowingly the 
uncommitted people and the silent 
majority into the vortex of disillu- 
sionment? Is it not compelling the 
people away from the National 
main-stream? If a nation weded to 
peace and non-violence is denied 
the right to ful-fill the last wish of 
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men condemned to death what 
else it can expect from the rulers 
whom they have voted to power. 
The present Govt has acquired 
immence povVer by its bull dozing 
majority at the'centre. But despite 
all this it is playing hide and seek 
. and manipulating wrong policies 
through its administration and 
judiciary by unseemly and seep- 
age type of means. 

Lt.Col.Chaman Singh Dhlilon 

Ludhiana 

Amnesty’s Concern 

A mnesty International, world- 
wide movement which is 
working for the release of non- 
violent prisoners of conscience in 
all countries of the world, is inves- 
tigating some Sikh detainees 
presently held at Jodhpur Jail. 
They were arrested during the 
June 1984 military action at the 
Golden Temple of Amritsar. 

I welcome the release of the 1 37 
detainees on September 21 and 
urge the Indian authorities to 
release all others against whom 
there is no evidence that they have 
been involved in violent political 
activities, Amnesty International 
continues to believe that, even 
after the latest releases, there are 
still many innocent people among 
the 186 Sikh detainees against 
whom there seems to be no evi- 
dence that they participated in the 
fighting and should therefore be 
considered prisoners of con- 
science. 

I would like to know the specific 
charges brought against the detai-| 
ne9s. I would like to receive 
details, if any, about the charges 
which have been brought against 
the following detainees; 

Nirmal Bir Singh S/o Surjit 
Singh, Teh Baba Bakala/Amritsar. 

Pal Singh S/o Basant Singh, 
VPO Nanaksar Cheema. 

Pargat Singh C/o Paramjit Kaur, 
Vill and Post Punia, Tehsil Patti, 
Distt. Amritsar. 

Raju Singh C/o Joginder Singh, 
P.S. Majitha/Amritsar. 

Manjit Singh C/o Bawa Singh, 
Dehriwal Kirab, P.S. Kalanaur. 


Varena Zindel 


Ruefigass 
CH-7208 MALANS 
Switzerland 


Don’t Torture 
The Professors 

I am sending you a copy of the 
letter I wrote to the Director 
General of Punjab police, KPS 
Gill; 

"Your Excellency: I am a 
member of the Swedish Amnesty 
International. Amnesty Interna- 
tional is, as you perhaps know, an 
organisation opposed to all viola- 
tion of human rights regardless of 
the ideology in which they are 
committed. Amnesty International 
defends all people detained for 
their political or religious beliefs, 
provided they have neither used 
nor advocated violence. 

"I am concerned about the 
arrest of Professor Jagmohan 
Singh, Paramjit Singh and Profes- 
sor Dalip Singh under the Terror- 
ist and Disruptive Activities Act. I 
request that they either be 
released or charged and tried 
under an open court under normal 
legal procedures. It is urgent that 
all necessary steps will be taken 
to ensure that torture or other ill- 
treatment will not be used against 
the three men. 

"If Professor Jagmohan Singh’s 
statement to the police was 
extracted under duress or torture, 
it can’t be used as evidence 
against him in any legal proceed- 
ings. I request that both Jagmo- 
han Singh and Paramjit Singh be 
regularly medically examined and 
that adequate medical care pro- 
vided including hospitalisation if 
necessary." 


Sofia Johansson 


Norrahammar 

Sweden. 



Being in the jungle is enough for me 

- Rajiv Gandhi holidaying at the Corbett Park 

I am not clean... all those who are called Mr Clean turn out to be Mr 
Fraud 

- Dr Subramanian Swamy, while "exposing" Ramakrishna Hegde 

I hope Mr Raj Mangal Pande will not be denounced as a CIA agent 

- Chimanbhai Patel 

He is a professional blackmailer... He has the habit, like a mad dog, 
of biting the hand that feeds him 

- Ramakrishna Hegde, on Dr Swamy 

In India, politics dominates justice 

- Darshan Singh on the hanging of Kehar Singh 

The wounds of Operation Bluestar and the November riots have been 
reopened 

- Surjit Singh Barnala 

(The government) knew the stark truth and yet compelled the Presi- 
dent to hang both Kehar Singh and jutice 

- Ram Jethmalani, in a letter to The Times of India 

What does Rajiv Gandhi know about th problems of the people? He 
parachuted from the cockpit of a plane to the Prime Minister's chair 

- M. Karunanidhi 

The Janata Party just does not exist. All over the country it is the Janata 
Dal now _ . 

- Ramakrishna Hegde ± J 

The Congress is the only national influential party 

- Jan Morcha convenor Ram Dhan, in the Sunday Observer 

We consider the BJP as a disruptive element in the country’s politics 

- M. Farooqi (CPI), on behalf of the seven-party combine 

If I had become a spy my name may have perhaps figured in Peter 
Wright’s Spycatcher book. 

- Mr M. Hidayatullah. 

Americans seem to be rediscovering the Soviet Union, and we are redis- 
covering America. 

- Mr Gorbachov. 

I want to dedicate my life for the cause of Hindu-Sikh unity. 

- Mr Rajinder Singh, son of Kehar Singh. 

I have always found that politicians talk too much and too often to say 
little or nothing. 

- Mr Michel Rocard, Prime Minister of France. __ 1 

It seems he (Mr Jagannath Mishra) is dissatisfied with the Congress 
politics, if so, he should join our side to strenghten the Oppositon's hands 

- Mr Chandra Shekhar. 

The Congress (I) will maintain the Congress (I) identity. 

- Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

No political leader has risen so high in such a short time in the history 
of the world as Mr Rajiv Gandhi did and none had fallen so low in public 
esteem in equally short a time as Mr Gandhi. 

- Mr L.K. Advani. 
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Akalis And Factionalism 


N ot so long ago Bamala submitted himself to the punishment given 1 
to him by the Akal Takhat. The manner in which it was done was 
criticised by large number of people. But amongst the Sikhs the 
the feeling was positive rather than negative. What gratified them 
was the humility of which Bamala gave evidence and the manner in which 
he accepted the punishment 

Without going into further details of this controversy, a secondary con- 
sideration was that by getting the stigma of excommunication removed, Bar- 
nala will become an acceptable political quantity once again. This in turn would 
promote the chances of unity amongst the Akalis. Has it happened? It is a 
question worth asking. 

Factionalism has not declined in any way in consequence of whatever Bar- 
nala did. As far as he was concerned, he was trying to find his way back to 
political life. Having done so, the not so unexpected happened. The District 
Jathadars refused to accept his resignation from the Presidentship of the body 
which he headed. This in turn has led to a muffled kind of revolt by one of 
his former colleagues, Balwant singh. So far things have not boiled over though 
there is no knowing what will happen a little later. 

In addition to Bamala, there arc several other important political leaders 
amongst the Akalis. Probably die one who matters more than anyone else 
tsmBadal. Between Bamala and Badal, they control some thing like two third 
Sikh following. The real problem is how do th two of them come together. 
No one has an answer; othervise one should have been forthcoming by 
now. One thing is, however, clear and unambiguous. There is no divergence 
of creed or ideology between the two. Both of them have the same end in 
view but they have differences of approach and strategy. In fact the differ- 
ences which came to notice a couple of years ago are no longer as clearly 
definable as they were at one time. The situation has changed a great deal 
and so have the actors on the political scene. There is a certain amount of 
continuity no doubt but there is also a certain amount of change that cannot 
but be acknowledged. 

Then why such divergence? The answer is clear and categorical. The dif- 
ferences are personal in nature. Once these erupt into the open in spile of 
a shared ideology, the personal elements always enter the situation. Grievan- 
ces begin to pile up and before one knows there is a wall of misunderstand- 
ing. This is how it always happens and this is how it has happened in this 
case also. 

Will these two !c. tiers „o: e together? Will some of th other minor char- 
acters who can impr< . e or aggrav ate me situation play constructive role? While 
it would be rash to answer m the negative, it is difficult to answer in the pos- 
itive also. 

The fact of the matter is that, like every other political party in the country, 
the Akalis too arc utterly factional in their approach. Everyone is for himself. 

^ Everyone is in search of power and position and all that goes with it. In theory 
arc defending the community. In practice, they arc looking after them- 
selves. 

If anyone pretends to the contrary, he is free to do so. The rest of us who 
are the victims of their acts of omission and commission arc entitled to think 
otherwise. Not many people say it but it requires to be said that some part 
of the responsibility in which the Sikh community find itself today is because 
of faulty and shortsighted leadership provided by the Akalis. 

How much is anyone responsible anu what is their role are questions whir 1, 
can never be decided with any degree of precision. For anyone to claim that 
his conduct has beert guided by the interests of the community alone would 
be a piece of gross exaggeration without question. One minor evidence of 
it is the manner in which Bamala stuck to office after January, 27, 1986. 
Many more examples can be given but it should not be necessary to do so. 

Somebody can turn around and ask how can the Akalis be different front 
other political p;trlics. The answer is simple. Being a minority, the Akalis cannot 
afford the luxury of being at ods with one another, as they have been doing 
over the decades. The consequence can be only what they are. 

The present situation, to a substantial extent, is the outcome partly of mis- 
judgements and follies and partly because the Akalis were always disunited 
and willing to hurt one another. Worse than that they have been always wil- 
ling to sell themselves. There are inumcrable stories which go to show that 
the congress has Deen usually able to win or buy them over. While actors 
can play this game, irt'Tamil Nadu, for instance, the stakes in Punjab arc much 
higher. What is involved is the survival and dignity of a whole community. 
But then who is bothered about the community? The self comes first. 

If somebody disagrees with this hypothesis, we shall be glad to hear on 
the subject. Only the comment should be serious, sober and factual. And, if 
somebody has a better explanation for this sad state of affairs, let him put 
forth his diagnosis. 


Chapter Not Closed 
By Hanging Of 

Kehar Singh 


At the first cup a man drinks wine, at the second cup wine drinks 
wine, at the third cup wine drinks man. 


Wg.Cdr.R.S. Chhatwal 


L eading personalities from 
Public life, eminent jur- 
ists, social workers and 
prominent citizens 
responded to the call of the Sikh 
Forum at a Public condolence 
meeting in memory of S. Kehar 
Singh and to condemn his execu- 
tion, at Constitution Club on 11 
Jan 88. Speaker after speaker 
condemned the role of the exec- 
utive and the judiciary in the exe- 
cution of S. Kehar Singh. It was 
the consensus that in senteneing 
to death Kehar Singh judiciary has 
erred grievously as the evidence 
brought forward by the prosecu- 
tion was most fl msy. 

The death sen.ense awarded to 
S. Kehar Singh and his execution 
would long be discussed by the 
jurists not only in India but the 
world over, as the circumstantial 
evidence on which the court based 
its judgements were to Say the 
least not convincing. 

Disappointment 

E minent speakers at the meet- 
ing were Mr. Justice Rajinder 
Sachar, Mr. Justicj R.S. Narula, 
Shri George Fernandes, Shri P.N. 
Lekhi, Shri Arun Shourie, Shri 
Shanti Bhushan, Swami Agnivesh 
etc. George Fernandes regretted 
that one innocent person has been 
hanged by the court and the Govt., 
right in our presence. If his 
defence was organised in a co- 



Justice R.S. Narula 

ordinated manner from the very 
beginning, his life could have been 
saved. Though it is not proper to 
debate the action of the President, 
but President's action has disap- 
pointed us. We had expected jus- 
tice from him." People who think 
that a chapter has been closed by 
hanging of Kehar Singh, are mis- 
taken. We dwill continue 1o work 
to show to the world that full jus- 
tice has not been done. In history 
it would be recorded that Kehar 
Singh was innocent. 

Mr Justice Rajinder Sachar 
agreed with views of George Fer- 
nandes. He felt that "legally, mor- 
ally, spiritually and Politically, there 
is no doubt that Kehar Singh’s 
sentence should have been com- 
muted." I can not imagine a "more 
Political stupidity" on the part of the 
Govt." There was no justification 
for refusing to commute the death 
sentence to life imprisonment. The 


President, according to Mr Justice 
Rajinder Sachar, has to follow the 
advise of the cabinet, so he could 
not give independent Judgement, 
unless cabinet has given no 
advise to President, to allow him 
to judge the case independently. 

Faulty System 

S hri Pran Nath Lekhi in an 
emotional speech informed 
that he is not a criminal lawyer, 
and this was his first case. He saw 
during the course of this case how 
the Govt, stooped so low to break 
the defence. He used to receive 
threatening letters from Children of 
Punjabi-Hindu families. Demon- 
strations were organised in his 
home town Hoshiarpur against 
him — The presiding Officer of the 
Court got promotion during the 
course of the trial. He said that the 
only atonement for Kehar Singh's 
death would be to change the 
system. This case has proved that 
the system of the courts according 
to the wishes of the Government 
has not changed with the depar- 
ture of British." 

Mr. Justice R.S. Narula recalled 
the execution of Z.A. Bhutto in 
Pakistan inspite of worldwide plea. 
But he never believed that "Judi- 
cial Murder" could be committed in 
India. He put the large share of 
blame on the executive. "The full 
bench of the Supreme Court reha- 
bilitated itself, when it said that 
judges could also err and referred 
the matter back to the President. 

Continued lo 13 


KEHAR SINGH’S MESSAGE. 


Conveyed Through his Son. 

Rajinder Singh, after his final visit to his father, said 
his father S. Kehar Singh wanted his body to be taken 
to his native village of Mustafabad in Patiala district 
of Punjab. Though a "victim of State violence" S. 
Kehar Singh has appealed to the Sikhs to live in peace 
and harmony with their Hindu breathren. 



LAST MESSAGE OF SATWANT SINGH. 

Conveyed Through Mr R.S. Sodhi 

No person in anger or sorrow should do anything that 
would bring a bad name to the community. Hindus are 
the pride of the Sikh community. Protecting them is 
the duty of every Sikh. Do not forget the Gurus who 
made the supreme sacrifice for them. I am grateful 
to all those who have stood by me. I am satisfied with 
the Supreme Court verdict in my case." 


- Anon. 
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not opt for death unless one was 
determined not to consider the 
option of life. 

What is contained in the Thak- 
kar Commission Report is not 
known to anyone outside the 
charmed circle of the government. 
To hang him would, therefore, 
leave a large number of people 
with a lignering doubt in their mind 
whether what was done was at all 
justifiable. Elementary caution 
required that any punishment, 
other than irreversible death, 
would have been in order. 

From the judicial point of view 
the whole operation has been 
suspect from beginning to end. 
From the rational point of view, 
what has been done is so inde- 
fensible that those who defend the 
decision to hang him are either 
legalistic in their approach or are 
unable to see beyond what is 
immediately visible. 

What appals one is the air of 
cocksureness with which the gov- 
ernment has gone about the job. 
Appeals for mercy have been 
ignored and international opinion 
has been defied. As if that was not 
appealing enough, the speed of 
decision making has been breath- 
taking so as to confirm one’s worst 
suspicions. A fortnight after the 
Supreme Court had made it pos- 
sible for the President to recon- 
sider the court decision, the 
President rejected the appeal. This 
was totally unexpected. Most 
people were of the view that in 
interpreting Article 72 in the 
manner it had been done, the 
Supreme Court had tried to 
\ prompt the President to bale it out 
of a situation when it had tied itself 
into knots. But that was not to be. 
All that the judiciary can now do is 
to put a brazen face on it and that 
is precisely what is being done. 

Quite some people have 
described Kehar Singh’s death as 
a judicial murder. Whether this is 
so or not is beside the point. The 
thing to remember is that such 
things do happen in history. A 
somewhat similar thing happened 
a decade ago in Pakistan when 
Bhutto was hanged. But that it 
should start happening in India too 
• is a cause for concern. One 
believed that India was engaged 
in building an open and democra- 
tic society. More than anything 


else, this required that the rule of 
law be observed. We, however, 
are determined to violate it. Step 
by step we are slipping downhill. 

Before and during the Emer- 
gency, we witnessed the specta- 
cle of the state being used as 
private property. In the next phase 
we found the state abdicating its 
function to protect life and liberty 
of the individual. Instead it had no 
compunction in promoting gang- 
sterism; November 1984 is a 
standing testimony to this aberra- 
tion in our polity. While gangster- 
ism is growing apace and 
manifesting itself in different ways 
in different parts of the country, in 
Punjab a related phenomenon is 
at work. While terrorism is a fact 
of life there, what is giving it suste- 
nance is the terrorism of the state. 

As an activist from Batala once 
put it to me, "If you have Rs. 
20-30000/- in your pocket, you are 
a law abiding citizen. If you cannot 
produce that much of cash, you 
can be labelled a terrorist, locked 
up, insulted, tortured, even liqui- 
dated and nobody can help you". 
In plain words, instead of protect- 
ing the citizen the police has 
become an agent of oppression. 
This does not happen in every 
case. But it happens often enough 
to keep the momentum of terrorism 
going. ' 

The current generation of terror- 
ists is somewhat different from the 
earlier generation. They are com- 
paratively younger and more ruth- 
less. But for what is happening 
around them and to them, they 
might not have found themselves 
in the rank of the terrorists. But 
everything around them seems to 
propel them in that direction and 
that is how terrorism is continuing 
unabated. 

There was one man who under- 


stood the problem and tried to 
tacke it in the manner it should be 
tackled — firmness and fairness. 
But he has been driven out. The 
reference is to Chaman Lai who 
tried to follow a policy which, if 
implemented honestly and syste- 
matically, could have produced 
results. But that was not to be and 



President R. Venkataraman 

the man had to quit. 


If that was one end of the spec- 
trum, the other end is the refusal 
to convert a death sentence into 
life imprisonment. Nobody was, 
asking for anything other than a 
.rational response to what was 
patently dubious evidence. 
Nobody was saying that Kehar 
Singh be let off nor was anybody 
saying that both Kehar Singh and 
Satwant Singh be let off. There 
was no doubt that Satwant Singh 
was guilty. No rational or sane- 
thinking person put the two cases 
at par with each other. But the 
government was determined to 
couple the two together and that 
is what should make one pause 
and think. This is important. There 
is neither time for sentimentalism 
nor hysteria. It is time for calm 
reflection and an attempt to under- 
stand why did the government opt 
to become so obdurate and 
unyielding. 


No clear answer is available. 
Was it insistence on the letter of 
the law rather than its spirit? Was 
it an instance of condign punish- 
ment being meted out to one who 
had been helcf guilty of murder? 
Was it an attempt to uphold the 
prestige of the Supreme Court? Or 
was it an attempt to show Jeth- 
malani his place? Any number of 
explanations are being offered but, 
sad to say, none of them carries 
much conviction. The only thing 
that stares one in the face is that 
the government was determined 
to act in the way it did. 

Even if that be so, surely there 
has to be some explanantion for 
what happened. People vested 
with power over the lives and des- 
tinies of others do not act without 
cause. More so when the contrast 
between Indira Gandhi’s and 
Mahatma Gandhi’s murder trials is 
so obvious and so inescapable. 
Nathu Ram Godse who shot at 
Mahatma Gandhi did not disown 
he act. Satwant Singh on the 
other hand did not act the way he 
was expected to act. Under legal 
advice (or whatever might have 
been his reasons) he did not own 
up his guilt. That was not dignified, 
to put it no more strongly. He reco- 
verd his dignity, however when he 
refused to appeal for mercy. 

But what is under discussion is 
Kehar Singh and not Satwant 
Singh. The analogy here should 
be with Nath Ram Godse’s 
brother. He was a part of the con- 
spiracy and this was established 
in the court. But even the court did 
not sentence him to death. Life 
imprisonment was seen to be the 
appropriate punishment for him, 
and rightly so. He served his 14 
years in jail and lived to write a 
book on the subject. A question 
which every right thinking man 


wants answered is why these 
double standards. 

The Sikh answer is that there is 
one law for them and another law 
for others; the non-Sikh answer is 
somewhat different but when it 
comes to judging the guilt of Kehar 
Singh, there is no substantive dif- 
ference between the two points of 
view. To be precise, it is non-Sikh 
opinion which has been more 
vocal and more uninhibited. The 
issue is no longer one of showing 
mercy to a murderer; the issue is 
one of human dignity and human 
rights. How the courts and the 
government perform in this situa- 
ton is also a matter of consider- 
able significance. 

To return to the issue however. 
Why did the government act in this 
perverse way? Why did it refuse 
to draw a distinction between Sat- 
want Singh and Kehar Singh? In 
a sense, the answer should be 
obvious. It was not for lack of sen- 
sitivity or moral conscience. All 
these considerations are secon- 
dary, if not also irrelevant, in what 
is called politics. Kehar Singh had-^ 
to die not because his guilt was 
incontestable. He was hanged 
because those who run the coun- 
try were of the view that this is 
what would suit their political strat- 
egy- 

What precisely is this strategy ?. 
One wishes one knew. The only 
thing certain about it are its two 
principal ingredients: a sense of 
fear and insecurity and a visible 
symbol of these nameless appre- 
hensions such as after, the assas- 
sination of Indira Gandhi, the Sikhs 
were in 1984. One has only to 
recall that tell-tale press campaign 
which the Congress(l) had 
mounted then despite serious crit- 
icism of it to underline the point 
that what is suggested here is not 
all that far-fetched. 

As anybody conversant with 
politics would testify, situations 
never repeat themselves. Every 
situation is different from the other. 
Even if it resembles an earlier sit- 
uation, the cast is different as are 
its context and parameters. For 
any one to imagine in 1989 that 
'1984 can be repeated is to be 
naive, if not also foolish. 

And yet, it appears some such 
odd calculatons have gone into the 
decision which is contrary both to 
reason and to justice. Kehar Singh 
had to die because some people 
somewhere thought that it would 
advance the interests of those in 
power today. If somebody has a 
better explanation for this perverse 
act of calculated injustice, let him 
not keep it to himself; let him share 
his wisdom with the rest of us. 
That would at least help to clarify 
issues. 

In bidding this melancholy far- 
ewell to Kehar Singh, it would be 
well to recognise that he was a 
mere cog in the rutheless game 
called politics. The name of the 
game is power; the more ruthe- 
lessly it can be played, the higher 
the returns. 
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Deoras Is A 


On Communal Situation 
In The Country 


Congress (I) Advocate 


S. Shahabuddin's Letter To Buta Singh, 
17 Nov. 1988 


B alasaheb Deoras is a 
foot soldier who has 
risen to be commander- 
in-chief. He is head of 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS), which he joined at 
the age of 1 1 ... His view is the lim- 
ited one of a private, and not the 
broad one of a general. 

That is his tragedy and that of 
the RSS, so also of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, the RSS front organ- 
isation. Both the BJP and the RSS 
are taken less and less seriously 
by the country as the days go by... 

Some RSS idealogues claim 
that if all the RSS has lost ground 
it is because it has always kept the 
national interest above all else and 
not tried to exploit Hindu chauvin- 
isjn as organisations like the 
C_iwa Hindu Parishad and Shiv 
Sena have done. There may be 
something in this claim but the 
bane of the RSS is its pro- 
establishment or, for that matter, 
pro-Congress image. 

Apologetic Letters 

E ven if the apologetic letters 
Deoras wrote during the 
Emergency to Mrs. Gandhi on 
behalf of the RSS were to be 
ignored, his speeches, which first 
put Mrs. Gandhi in better light and 
now Rajiv Gandhi, have confused 
not only the RSS cadre but also 
others who have been sympathe- 
tic to it. 

The late D.P. Mishra, who was 
a link between Mrs. Gandhi and 
Deoras and who also tried to bring 
^Rajiv Gandhi and Deoras together, 
used to say that the Congress and 
the RSS were natural allies... 
Neither would acknowledge this, 
but the cat is out of the bag with 
Deoras saying that Rajiv Gandhi, 
like his mother, has never "directly 
attacked" the RSS... 

The refrain of speeches by 
Deoras that there is no alternative 
to the Congress and to Rajiv 
Gandhi reflects his thinking. The 
Hindu card, which the Congress(l) 
played in 1984, looks like being 
played once again, and the pro- 
spect pleases Deoras. He is sat- 
isfied as long as the Congress(l), 
with which the RSS has learnt to 
live, stays in power. 

It is an open secret that the RSS 
cadre worked against even the 
BJP candidates in the 1984 
elections — Atal Behari Vajpayee 
was one of the casualties-to con- 
tribute to the victory of Con- 
gress(l). Now that the Congress(l) 
is in danger of being defeated, 
Deoras has come more openly in 
favour of Rajiv Gandhi. 

In an interview to a Bombay 
monthly, he said that he was "not 
happy at present with the PM’s 


By Kuldip Nayar 


functioning but had no solutions or 
options to offer". When he came 
to Delhi, a few days ago, he said 
that "removal of Rajiv Gandhi will 
not materially change conditions." 
And the alternative would "not be 
stable"... 

Deoras is advocating the status 



Deoras is 
advocating the 
status quo. Apart 
from seeing no 
alternatiyve to the 
Congress(I) he does 
not see an 
alternative even to 
Rajiv Gandhi. It 
crossed his mind 
that it may be Rajiv 
Gandhi who has 
brought about a 
situation where 
none is tall enough 
to challenge him? 
The process began 
during Mrs 
Gandhi's time and 
she saw to it that at 
least the Congress 
Party was bereft of 
any tall leader other 
than herself 


quo. Apart from seeing no alter- 
native to the Congress(l) he does 
not see an alternative even to 
Rajiv Gandhi. Had it crossed his 
mind that it may be Rajiv Gandhi 
who has brought about a situation 
where none is tall enough to chal- 
lenge him? The process began 


during Mrs. Gandhi’s time and she 
saw to it that at least the Congress 
Party was berft of any tall leader 
other than herself. She reduced 
those who had a political base to 
zero in the party and chose men 
who had no base or power. Rajiv 
Gandhi has done the same. 

Deoras has done much harm to 
the Opposition. He has reduced 
the BJP to irrelevancy — a person 
like Vajpayee was ousted from the 
party’s presidentship... 

... It is not surprising that he runs 
down the concept of Secularism 
and suggests that India should be 
a “Hindu country". But the major- 
ity of Hindus has defeated the 
Deoras philosophy and even after 
40 years of Independence the par- 
ties and leaders extolling a sectar- 
ian approach have never attained 
power. 

A recent analysis of communal- 
ism done in a book entitled "Com- 
munal Violence in India” by P.R. 
Rajgopal, once the Delhi police 
chief, says: "Hindu and Muslim 
communalism exist in each other’s 
perception, be it real or imaginary, 
and are both equally toxic, when 
the two come into conflict with 
each other, consume cruelly all 
• that comes in their way, leaving 
neither victor nor vanquished 
behind, but a nation wounded 
mortally". 

More Responsible 

W hat makes Deoras more 
responsible for the situation 
than others is his shrill complaint 
against Muslims day in and day 
out. As a majority community, it is 
the duty of the Hindus to retrieve 
the Muslims who, as a minority, 
are bound to be oversuspicious 
and even over-aggressive. Deoras 
is wrong when he says that 
"almost all riots are the due to the 
Muslims." 

A Home Ministry study shows 
that the responsibility for rioting 
between the two communities is 
fifty-fifty. But the study reveals that 
the number of Muslims killed is far 
more than that of Hindus. 

Statistics is not as important as 
the feeling being spread among 
the Hindus that they are being "pil- 
loried in their own country." None 
can pillory a community which is 
80 per cent of the population. The 
propaganda is meant only to 
frighten the minorities further. The 
-ombination of people like Deoras 
and Bal Thackeray... is vitiating the 
atmosphere. The Congress-1 and 
Rajiv Gandhi should not be flat- 
tered when Deoras says that there 
is no alternative to them. His 
praise is a reflection on their 
avowed policy of secularism. 
(Source: Radiance Viewsweekly.) 


M R flay I draw your attention to 

IVIthe Note on Communal 
Situation in the country circulated 
to the Consultative Commitee on 
16.11 .1988. I would like to make 
some comments on some points 
made in the Note: 

"The Note says that the com- 
munal incidents are the handwork 
of miscreants and anti-social ele- 
ments. This is the usual line of the 
local administration and it con- 
ceals the lack of preparedness on 
the part of the local administration 
as well as their omissions to take 
preventive measures and sup- 
press provocative inflammatory 
publications speeches and writ- 
ings which torment communal 
tension and create a situation 
where a match-stick can lead to an 
explosion. The local administration 
is also guilty of not identifying and 
tak.ng due action against the 
organisations whose purpose and 
object are to create situations of 
communal conflict and deliberately 
set one community against 
another, provoke one and incitp 
the other. 

Unless the Central and the 
State Governments review this 
perception and instruct the local 
administration to take notice of 
such organisations and their activ- 
ities and situation of conflict as 
soon as they arise, the build up of 
communal tension and therefore, 
the expansion of communal ten- 
sion into communal violence 
cannot be prevented. 

The Note details the steps taken 
by the Central Government in 
connection with the Bidar riots on 
14th and 15th September, 1988. 

I have noted that Minister of State 
(Internal Security) discussed the 
situation with the Governor of Kar- 
nataka, the Union Home Secretary 
had a discussion with the Chief 
Secretary of Karnataka. A high 
power team consisting of two cen- 
tral ministers visited the town and 
subsequently the Home Minister 
visited the town and discussed the 
situation with the Chief Minister. 


This is indeed laudable but may I 
suggest that the Central Govern- 
ment should evolve a guideline so 
that all communal riots in the coun- 
try receive the same measure of 
attention from the Central Gov- 
ernment. I personally feel that if 
communal violence cannot be 
controlled within 24 hours a Minis- 
ter of the State Government as 
well as a minister level represen- 
tative of the Central Government 
should reach the spot to assess 
the situation. The Minister of the 
State Government should camp in 
the place and if the situation is not 
brought under control within 72 
hours, the Chief Minister of the 
State must visit the place. If the 
situation of violence persists 
beyond seven days or if there has 
been a large scale of loss of life 
and property, the Chief Minfster 
must visit the place for an on-the- 
spot assessment. What I am sug- 
gesting is that a drill should be laid 
down to create an effective polit- 
ical presence at the district level to 
guide the district administration. 

In para 5, you have referred to 
the attempt by the V.H.P. to 
coerce reluctant shops/establish- 
ments to close down. In all these 
cases, the local police was a silent 
spectator. I suggest that in the 
case of bandhs; the local admin- 
istration must assure the public 
through wide publicity that they are 
free to participate or not to partic- 
ipate in the bandh and that those 
who do not wish to participate shall 
be protected. This was not done 
in Muzaffarnagar or Aligarh. 

I would also like to draw your 
atiention to para 6 of the note 
which does not faithfully record the 
commitment of the Government to 
expedite the legal process soon 
after Diwali. 

I hope that the existing guide- 
lines for preventing and contro'- 
ling communal violence for 
processions and for relief and... 
rehabilitation measures shall be 
reviewed in the light of the sug- 
gestions made by me in the Con- 
sultative Committee. 
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By K.S. Khosla 


W ith the hanging to 
death of a Sar- 
panch and his three 
brothers in Bujiawali 
village near Batala by extremists, 
terrorism in Punjab has entered a 
new phase, thus belying the hope 
of "less violence and more peace" 
in 1989 promised by the Director 
General of Police, Mr. K.P.S. Gill 
three weeks ago. This is obviously 
a reaction to the hanging by death 
of Satwant Singh and Kehar Singh 
convicted of murdering Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi. There is no doubt a war 
of atrrition is going on between the 
terrorists and the police in punjab 
but one had never thought that the 
militants would respond to the 
hangings of Satwant Singh and 
Kehar Singh by hanging innocent 
persons, a barbaric act which 
should be condemned by all civi- 
lised human beings. 

Some sharp reaction was 
expected, but not in this inhuman 
way, after the two condemned pri- 
soners were described as "mar- 
tyrs" by the Akal Takht Jathedar, 
Prof Darshan Singh, at a bhog 
ceremony at the Akal Takht in their 
memory on January II. Prof Dar- 
shan Singh went a step futher and 
said that the problem in Punjab 
could end if the government off- 
ered an unconditional apology for 
"desecrating" Sikh shrines. He 
said that "sacrifices by brave sol- 
diers" like Satwant Singh and 
Kehar Singh would continue if the 
desecration of Sikh shrines was 
not stopped. Obviously the terror- . 
ists ate not abiding by the last wish 
of both Satwant Singh and Kehar 
Singh to maintain peace and 
communal harmony. 

Mixed Reaction 

A part from the hanging of the 
four villagers, the reaction of 
the people of Punjab to the hang- 
ing of the two convicts has been 
mixed among both the Sikhs and 
the Hindus. The majority of the 
Sikhs regard the hangings as a 
filed another writ petition in the 
Supreme Court praying that the 
Tihar Jail authorities be directed to 
hand over the personal belongings 
of the executed prisoners. ,The 
petititoners have asked for the 
clothes, "karas" (iron bangles), 


Reactions To The Hanging 


denial of justice which will cause 
further alienation of the Sikhs from 
the national mainstream. This feel- 
ing was epitomised recently by Mr. 
A.S. Bains and Mr. C.S. Tiwana, 
Chairman and President respec- 
tively of the Punjab Human Rights 
Organisation and former judges of 
the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court, They said in a statement 
that the alienation of the Sikhs was 
now complete. They had come to 
this conclusion after meeting a 
cross section of the people. They 
felt particualrly upset over the exe- 
cution of kehar Singh against 
whom there was no "credible" evi- 
dence. Mr. Bains stated that the 
manner in which the last minute 
efforts of jurists, journalists and 
politicians to get Kehar Singh’s 
execution stalled had been fru- 
strated showed the "anti-people 
and callous" role of the Centre. 
Even the South African govern- 
ment had bowed before public 
opinion and has stayed the exec-, 
uton of the Sharpville accused. He 
expressed surprise over the failure 
of the President, Mr. R. Venkatra- 
man, to exercise his inherent 
powers of pardon for which he 
need not cnsult or act on the 
advice of his council of ministers. 
* 

Causes for Dismay 

T he Sikhs in general are dis- 
mayed over the "callous" atti- 
tude of the government in not 
respecting the last wish of the 
condemned prisoners to have their 
ashes immersed for the last rites 
at Kiratpur Sahib near Ropar. 
They also feel that the government 
has also flouted another custom, 
common to both the Sikhs and the 
Hindus, of the eldest son lighting 
the pyre of his father. The bodies 
of the hanged convicts were cre- 
mated in Tihar Jail under heavy 
security. The Sikhs say that the 
son of Kehar Singh could have 
easily been taken inside the jail to 
lit the pyre of his father. Another 
cause of resentment is that the 
relatives of Satwant Singh, Kehar 
Singh were taken to Hardwar for 
immersion of the ashes only after 
they had filed a writ petition in the 


Supreme Court for the handing 
over of the ashes. As this was not 
enough, the son of Kehar Singh 
and father of Satwant Singh have 
"kangs" (small combs); "g'utka" 
(small prayer book), diaries and 
money of Satwant Singh and 
Kehar Singh. 

There is a minority group among 
the Sikhs which does not feel 
aroused over the hanging of Sat- 
want Singh as he had not peti- 
tioned for clemency, though they 
feel he should not have been 
hanged. But about Kehar Singh 
there is much resentewnt over his 
conviction and hanging as the evi- 
dence against him was "ambi- 
guous and speculative." The 
benefit of doubt should go to the 
accused and not to the prosecutor. 

Among a large section of 
Hindus the feeling is that justice 
has been done to both Stwant 
Singh and Kehar Singh. The trial 
had been going on for the last 50 
months and the highest courts 
have pronounced the judgments 
after careful scrutiny of the evi- 
dence before them. The President 
went to the extent of hearing the 
mercy petition of Kehar Singh 
twice. They say that to cast doubt 
on the fairness of the judgements 
was expressing faith in the judic- 
iary which was not warranted as 
it was the same judiciary which 
acquitted Balbir Singh, another 
accused in the case. But even 


among the Hindus there is a siz- 
able group which says that Kehar 
Singh’s life should have been 
spared as the evidence against 
him was "circumstantial and 
doubtful." 

Undue Haste 

A part from these reactions, 
there is a general feeling of 
surprise over the "undue haste" in 
executing the condemned prison- 
ers and the mystery surrounding 
various aspects of the case. For 
example, the petition of Satwant 
Singh to prosecute the Indo- 
Tibetan police, who gunnded 
down the other assailant, Beant 
Singh, and injured him was dis- 
mied. Even if the Indo-Tibetan 
police fired in "self-defence", some 
kind of trial should have been held 
to live up to the maxim that justice 
must also be seen to be done. 
Another surprising element is the 
refusal of the government to 
release the report of the commit- 
tee appointed to inquire into the 
murder of Mrs. Gandhi and also its 
refusal to permit court room 
cross-examination of the persons 
who were near the site of the 
murder of the late Prime Minister. 
It appears that the government 
has something to hide. The ques- 
tion being asked in legal circles is 
whether the government can send 
a criminal to gallow if it wants to 


keep back part of the evidence. 

The moderates and secular 
minded people in Punjab are of the 
view that the government has willy 
nilly given two mroe martyrs to the 
Khalistanis, particularly at a time 
when the people, especially the 
Sikhs, were turning against the ter- 
rorirsts. They say that a great 
opportunity has been lost to heal 
the wounds of the Sikh psyche 
and usher in an era of forget and 
forgive. Already the militants hve 
declared Satwant Singh and 
Kehar Singh as martyrs of their 
cause and have decided to build 
memorials to perpetuate their 
memory in their respective vil- 
lages. 

So strong is the wage of 
resentment or terror among the 
people living in the rural areas of 
the three border districts of Amrit- 
sar, Gurdaspur and Ferosepurthat 
shops, schools and colleges there 
remained closed for five days after 
the hangings. Reports have come 
that only half of these instituti* 
opened on January 12. During 
•period buses also did not ply form 
rural areas to the cities. Life is 
limping back to normal in the cities 
but partial bandh is continuing in 
the countryside. The villagers are 
mortally afraid of the terrorists and 
the hanging of the Sarpanch and 
his three brothers is a culmination 
of that terror. (Jan 13, 1989) 


With (Best ConvpCcments 
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Back to Square One 


Continued from i 

Minister Farukh Abdula himself 
tells that he was informed of the 
incident only at 2.30 P.M. Mind it 
Jammu is the winter capital of J & 
K. Government. The curfew and 
the deployment of troops to con- 
trol the situation came too late. 
The police and the normal law and 
order machinery failed in control- 
ling the mobs. Even the fire bri- 
gade failed the people and power 
supply and the tele- 
communication system brobe 
down. 

This attitude of authorities is 


nothing different in Jammu. Police 
behaviour in various parts of the 
country be it U.P. or Delhi or 
recently in Andhra Pradesh or now 
in Jammu needs to be seen in 
political perspective. The police 
personnel donot know when and 
how they are expected to act in 
view of continous political interfer- 
ence. All those who feel con- 
cerned for India must realise that 
religious fundamentalism, com- 
munalism and violence are an 
unholy and explosive mix and 
should in no case be used for petty 
power-politics. 


2651 Kucha Chelan 
Darya Ganj, New Delhi-110002 
Tele. Nos. 275595, 267628 
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"Jester And Queen" by Vera Chytilova 




Gazebos 


CINEMA 


B.S. Rattan 


T B robust health of the Chi- 
nese Cinema was evident 
in outstanding Pictures like 
‘Red Sorgum' and Hibis- 
icus Town’ shown at the 12th Iff. 
The human nesonance that these 
films build is communicated 
through the sensous medium of 
the Cinema, and without any slo- 
gans. A film like 'Red Sorgum' cel- 
ebrates courage, sacrifice, 
honoufc, work without-any banal, 
^melodramatic enunciatiouj. Even 
(j film like ‘The Military Parade’ 
creates a series of images which 
reveal the humanity of scldiers 
despite their rigorous regimen 
And ‘Hibiscus Town’ is a reve- 
lation in more than one wav . The 

i 

film analyses the history of China 
during the last three decades with 
a clairvoyance that is stunning. 
The devastation caused to the 
personal lives by many a political 
hysteria is delineated without any 
flincing. Tobeabletothusruthe- 
lessly turn self-introspective is the 
sign of the health fibre of this soci- 
ety. 

The use of moon an j rain in 
Chinese cinema is so pervasive 
and so multilayerd that it is some- 
thing very near our culture in which 
moon and rain embody so many 
of are archetypal emotional struc- 
' tures. 

The Retros- 
pective 
Section 

L ina Wertmulleis thirteen 
films in the retrospective 
section were a big draw 
for the clever use of the 
erotic by this Italian director to 


L 


build political-social allegoeries. 
The editing in her films is excellent. 

It leaves no seams between cuts. 
To a serious Cine-goer however 
she soon begins to cloy because 
ultimately one has a feeling of a lot 
of froth being whipped-up by her 
in terms of content. 

Vera Chytrilova of Czechoslo- 
vakia, on the other hand, weaves 
her films in terms of the fantasies 
of the common man thwarted by 
the rigours of actual politico-social 
conditious. Her films have a visual 
fluency that is almost typical. 

John Schlesinger cinema has 
an undercurrent of exploring the 
possibilities of varied forms of love. 
He is fascinated by male & male 
communication and seems to 
believe in the multiplicity of human 
relations. Worth noting in this 
respect is his film. ‘Sunday Bloody 
Sunday’ 

Indian 

Panorama 

T he strength of the Indian 
films lies in the regional 
cinema, especially that of 
Kerala, in Malyalam. It is 
compact both in form and content. 
A film like Keddal Theeruth (On 
the Sea shore) gives reason to be 
proud of the committment of film- 
maker in Kerala whose funda- 
mental concerns are with ordinary 
people and their suffering. The 
simple joys of life and the agonies 
they entail are well depicted in the 
light of the Glow-worm. 

Our Hindi Cinema continues to 
rot. The latest in this respect- 
Raakh’-is in the vulgar vein of vio- 
lence & sex melodramatized. 
'Salaam Bombay' seams to 
Continued to 11 
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Punjabi Academy Delhi 

DO YOU KNOW 

Punjabi Academy is engaged in the development of 
Punjabi literature and Culture as a part of linguistic 
Culture of the Union Territory of Delhi. It is hereby 
brought to the notice of all concerned : 

1. That under the Punjabi Language Teaching and 
Development plan, Part Time Punjabi Language Teach- 
ers are provided to the Schools under M.C.D./N.D.M.C./ 
Delhi Cantonment Board/Government/Aided/Recognised 
Schools for Teaching Punjabi language to the 
students desirous of learning this language. Besides 
paying fixed remuneration to the part time Punjabi 
language teachers in these schools, the Academy also 
provides free Punjabi books upto Primary Syllabus to the 
students of those institutions where the Part-time 
teachers have been provided by it. For further details 
please contact or write to the Asstt. Secretary (PLT) 
Punjabi Academy. 

2. Punjabi Academy provides a grand opportunity 
for young boys and girls who are willing to participate 
in Punjabi folk/cultural Programme under its Youth 
Programme “UBHARDE KALAKAR”. For more details 
write or contact Youth Programme Organisor, Punjabi 
Academy. 

3 Punjabi Academy has now extended its Sponsored- 
Programme on Vividh Bharti to 3£ hours in a week which 
is brosdcast daily from 6-30 p.m. to 7-00 p.m. For any 
suggestion for improvement in its contents etc. write to 
Programme Advisor, Punjabi Academy. 

Joint Secretary 
Punjabi Academy 

Delhi Administration 
D.D.A. Community Hall, Motia Khan, 
Sadar Thana Road, Pahar Ganj, 
New Delhi - 110 055. 

Phone No. 511675, 516243 


Cinema In Delhi 

Robust Chinese Cinema 
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O n January 9, 1989, at 
5 p.m.' artists of Jan . 
Natya Manch staged 
the play "Halla Bol" 
outside the Supreme Court in the 
presence of a large number of 
artists, intellectuals, academicians 
and others. Thereafter, these 
artists, academicians and political 
activists marched in a torch light 
procession from Supreme Court to 
Rabindra Bhavan and participated 
in a cultural programme sitting in 
a circle surrounded by torch lights. 
All these three acts that is staging 
of play, march and encirclement 
by torch lights were symbolic ges- 
tures. 

Elaborating this symbolism Ms. 
Ebrahim Alhazi, former director of 
National School of Drama 
declared: Reenactment of the play 
is symbolic of our defiance and our 
refusal to be suppressed by bar- 
barism. By beginning our march 
from the Supreme Court, we are 
in effect saying that the law of land 
should not be a silent spectator to 
barbiarism and it should serve the 
people. The ring of torch lights 
encircling the venue represented 
the "fires" of barbarism, and other 
evils like communalism, oppres- 
sion of women, etc. affecting the 
society. 

These fires needed to be trans- 
formed into the beautiful cherished 
values of civilization, Alhazi also 
said. Yes, it is so required for the 
murder of Safdar Hashmi an artist 
and a political activist has demon- 
strated that fascist forces know no 


Safdar and Moloyashree 
limit in throttling the freedom to 
expression and voice for change. 
The ruling classes are leaving no 
stone unturned in their attempt to 
liquidate and terrorise those, who 
are trying to explain to the people 
the reasons for their misery, the 
exploitation and repression. 

Why it is so? In india, mass par- 
ticipation in elections has become 
a political tradition and cannot be 
easily reversed. To negate the 
democratic outcome of elections, 
they have to be manipulated and 
controlled. The crude ways of rob- 
bing the election of thefr democra- 
tic contest are to increse the role 
of money and muscle power in 
them, so that brilliant and decent 
people shy away from them. 
Murder of Hashmi is a warning to 
all those who want to challenge 
the status. 

The radical cultural activists, 
writers and journalists are the 
worst victims of the state repres- 
sion. For the state is aware of its 
fragile stability and the explosive 
nature of class relations. The most 


A prominent theatre activist of the country, Sa‘ 
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital as the result of i 
goondas. On 1 January he had gone to Sahib- 
of the Jan Natya Manch, the street theatre gro 
to stage a play titled 'Halla Bol'. While the play 
tacked the group and Safdar was fatally injure 
bore the brunt of the attackers' violence, and s 
group got to safety. Born on 12 April 1954 in t 
St. Stephen's College, Delhi University, in 197 
became a member of the SFI and then joined 
against plays being performed on the Congre. 
Emergency, authoritarian attacks on the peopl 
tha-fcj/rldars of the Jan Natya Manch (Janam) 
:,of jhe CPI(M). After brief stints at teaching at 
^rviyersities at Srinagar, Garhwal and Srinagai 
Officer at the West Bengal Information Centre 
activist hod party worker from December 1983 
national prominence in the cultural sphere with 
Se Shahar Tak. Raja Ka Baja and Hatyare. Ss 
and contributed g>e.atly loathe scripts, which dt 
concerning exploiteds^ctions among the peof 
efforts, Janam hasqalaybd a major role in the c 
movement. Safdar’s creativity went beyond Ja 
and done sketches and masks for children. de 
scripts and directed short films for television, v 
nationaknewspapers and the SFI journal Studi 
organizera^pf the Committee for Communal H< 
rise of communal, fundamentalist an’' kvisive 
number of semihprs and workshops// .heatre 
tionwide democratls,cultura! movement envisa 
counter the government-sponsored Apna Utsa 
propagation of dec?den\values. Safdar's politi 
combined with a keen sertpe of fun and irreppr 
him extremely popular amdpg all those he wor 
the Jan Natya Manch the ciSjtural movement i 
of the country have lost a beloved friend, a tak 
activist. 


By A.S. N 


The cortege of Safdar 
Hashmi at Vithalbhai Patel 
House, New Delhi 


Secular Theatre 

There is always an element of theatre in rituals and it is more marked in tribal rituals. 
The tribal impersonates everything because for him that is the easiest way of under- 
standing inexplicable phenomena. Very often we mistake theatrical ritual for theatre 
as such. This is an erroneous understanding. Theatre emerges as theatre only when 
it is able to liberate itself from ritual. This happens when the problems of survival can 
no longer be solved by ritual atone. In other words, when ritualistic consciousness 
starts becoming redundant because of social development. Historically speaking, this 
is the beginning of secularisation of theatre. However, even after freeing itself from 
rituals, theatre has to struggle for a long time to free itself from a religious frame of 
reference. This struggle is helped by the emergence and strengthening of extra- 
religious forces in the society. 

Today in India we are faced with a very peculiar scenario. There exist, apart 
from the more obvious consciously political theatre in the cities, several forms of 
secular traditional theatre in many rural areas— the Bhand-Pathar of Kashmir, Naqal 
of Punjab, Swang of Haryana, Nautanki of U.P., Jatra of Bengal and so on. At the 
same time we also have the essentially religious theatre with elements of ritual like 
Ramlila, Krishnalila, Yakshagana, Kathakali etc. on the one hand, and pure ritual with 
elements of theatre in many tribal areas on the other hand. 

. . . When a theatre professional gets down to the business of secularising traditional 
theatre he faces an enormous task. In a sense it is a task he can hardly hope to 
accomplish alone. Unless he works hand in hand with those social forces within the 
community which are also interested in the liberation of the community from a relig- 
ious and ritualistic world view, he can achieve very little. For it is not only the primitive 
consciousness of the people and the force of convention that he has to fight but also 
those interests whose stakes are bound with the continued enslavement of people to 
rites and rituals. (October 1 985) 


To build a society 
based on values of 
secularism, 
socialism and 
democracy let us 
join Hashmi's 
widow Moloyasree 
when she says 
"why we come 
together only when 
death occurs or 
crisis is so 
apparent, why 
cannot all of us 
togethe could work 
for a beautiful 
dream?" 


Safdar in performance 


Safdar Hashmi’s Mi 
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’ar Hashmi, died on 2 January 1989 at 
murderous attack by Congress (I) 

)ad (Ghaziabad), with other members 
p of which Safdar was the convenor, 
vas being performed the goondas at- 
Showing immense courage, Safdar 
sured that the other members of the 
Ihi, Safdar did an M.A. in English from 
During his university years he 
e iPTA, only to leave in protest 
i platform at a time when the pre- 
had already begun. He was one of 
1 1973. In 1976 he became a member 
ikir Hussain College, Delhi, the 
(ashmir, and as Press Information 
iafdar became a full-time theatre 
Sy this time Janam had acquired 
lays such as Machine, Aurat, Gaon 
ar wrote the songs for these plays 
t with the burning issues of the times, 
, Largely due to Safdads untiring 
ation of an all-India street theatre 
m. He has written poems and plays 
|ned hundreds of posters, written 
ten on culture and theatre for the 
(Struggle . He was one of the main 
tony and its activities to counter the 
•» has also organised a 
nd A fe. His dream of a na- 
il the organisation of a ’Janotsav’ to 
i mythification of folk culture and its 
I commitment and artistic creativity, 
Bible friendliness and warmth, made 
i with. With his death the CPI(M), 

! the democratic and secular forces 
»d artist and a committed political 



igerous for the ruling classes 
be people’s class conscious 
i of electoral process. There- 
i, repressive actions to nip all 
vities in this direction in the 
• 

In January 2, when Safdar 
shmi was still alive in the hos- 
I, Alhazi said, "The radical and 
locratic minded writers, jour- 
sts and cultural activists have 
n facing the repression and 
jnce for the last ton years, we 
I quite. It is the culmination of 
silence and indifference that 
had happened in the heart of 
capital". 

as, our silence is responsible 
he murder of Hashmi, for so 
ly who are killed as Nexalites 
lilitants in various parts of the 
itry day in and day out. But it 
lot be limited to so-called rad- 
; alone. This lesson must be 
r, as to some extent it seems 
ive become with the sacrifice 
ashmi for this incident has stir- 
even the elite. The impact of 
Incident was such that those 





A scene from the play 
‘Halla DoF, presented three 
days after Ilashmi’s 
murder at the same place. 
Among the actresses is 
Safdar hashmis’s wife, 
Moloyasree, carrying a 
bundle depicting a child 


artists who look at the form of 
street theatre with contempt, those 
intellectuals for whom communism 
is an abuse and the professionals 
whose main concern is thier share 
in state organised cultural pro- 
grammes, also had to join the 
people on the streets. One reason 
for this is last year’s “Defamation 
Bill" to control even the elite Press. 

Let us remember Hashmi’s 
murder is not first or last in the line. 
Our protest means nothing unless 
we realise that a political system 
based on the concept of freedom 
will survive in the measure in 
• which human values are generally 
expressed in everyday life and 
social relations are just. The 
system cannot survive unless it 
ensures justice and equality to all 
in practice. Unfortunately, the cus- 
todians of the existing system 
mouth the slogans of social equal- 
ity and economic justice but vio- 
late these principles in practice 
owing to their need to support the 
present exploitative system. And 
from this political hypocrisy flow 
class, caste and communal con- 
flicts. 

To build a society based on 
values of secularism, socialism 
and democracy let us join Hash- 
mi’s widow Moloyshree when she 
says why we come together only 
when death occurs or crisis is so 
apparent, why cannot all of us 
together could work for a beauti- 
ful dream”? 


•wr- -- 

. ... 



Hindustani Theatre’s Quest for Indlanness 

I believe that the basic understanding of the concept of ’Indianness’ that has informed 
much of this movement is superficial apart from being negative. To quote from a small 
booklet brought out by the NSD on their Indianness project: “With the passage of 
time. . . western theatre had dominated our modern theatre and whatevec^was) our 
own was lost. . . some of our friends felt no, this will not continue . . . and ^teps 
began (to be taken) for finding our indigenous theatre." It is true that during We fifties 
and the sixties in the major cities of the Hindi belt the dominant theatre leaned very 
heavily on the twentieth century European model both in terms of form and content. 

To a certain extent this trend is still visible today. Perhaps it was a reaction to this that 
in the seventies we saw a widespread use of many of our folk, tribal, classical and 
other traditional theatre forms by urban playwrights and directors. 

This new generation of theatre people failed to appreciate that what was 
wrong with the Hindustani theatre of the fifties and sixties was not the intellectually 
and formally western framework per se within which it operated, but to a large extent 
its isolation from the lives, problems and struggles of the common people in post-in- 
dependence India. . . . This is so because Indianness cannot be a matter of form 
alone. It has to be a matter of intention, of perception. What is important is to have a 
historically sound understanding of India’s past and present and an equally sound 
vision of its future. A play cannot become Indian merely by looking Indian. 

Our theatre will acquire Indianness only when it concerns itself deeply with 
the lives of our people. It is true that our peasantry, our tribals and even our urban 
masses are shackled to rites, rituals and religion and for perhaps most of them the 
only valid world-view is the religious. But equally true is the fact that this is indeed a 
measure of their backwardness. It will not do to pander to this backwardness. It will 
not do to attempt to look at contemporary life in terms of the images, metaphors, 
archetypes, myths and philosophies drawn from the past. 

The stark poverty, the glaring social and economic disparities, the corruption 
that has permeated our system like a cancer, the unholy alliance between state power 
and big money, the use of the coercive apparatus of the state to suppress any 
challenge to the status quo, the systematic communalisation of the social fabric, the 
large scale injection of imperialist culture, etc., etc,, are all as palpably present in our 
society as our traditional songs and dances and masks and rites. What about this 
India? Can our theatre claim to have become Indian without taking up these for 
scrutiny, examination, analysis, artistic creation? 

But such a picture of reality does not suit the kind of artist who perceives life 
in terms of an attractive calendar which can be hung up for display without offending 
anybody. The concept of art as a category that does not disturb except superficially 
often creates the tendency of adopting the most convenient of postures. It is my view 
that much of what has happened in north Indian theatre during the past decade and a 
half In the name of restoration of ’Indianness’ is symptomatic of this tendency. (1985) 
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Job Opportunities — 
More Direct Approach 

Eduardo Falero 

Union Minister Of State For Finance 


Beginning with the First Five Year Plan, the 
approach was that economic growth itself will 
tackle the unemployment problem. This was 
carried out till the middle of Fifth Plan. Later 
an approach of direct attack on unemployment 
was launched by the government in a syste- 
matic manner. In this article, the author throws 
light on new prospects to job seekers. 


T he university should just 
not be a factory, dishing 
out degrees, but a centre 
of excellence. If this con- 
cept is to be realised, there will 
have to be constant interaction 
between students and ine world 
outside and different sections of 
the people. In the United States 
and some other countries even 
farmers and other sections of the 
people discuss with the students 
the issues which concern the 
community as a whole. That we 
must do in our country also. In the 
days to come we should have rep- 
resentatives from all sections of 
the people and ensure that our 
education is relevant to our place 
and times and we can make a 
meaningful contribution to the 
society in which we live. 

The right to work is enshrined in 
the Directive Principles of the 
State Policy in the Constitution. 
This is of course subject to the 
economic possibilities of the State. 
Beginning with the First Five Year 
Plan, the approach has been that 
economic growth will provide 
employment opportunities. It is 
true that unless economy expands 
there is no possibility of people 
obtaining jobs. This thrust on eco- 
nomic growth was consistently 
maintained till tne Fourth Plan. 
Later it was realised that merely 
working in the direction of eco- 
nomic growth would not provide a 
solution to the question of full 
employment. And, therefore, it 
was around the middle of the Fifth 
Plan that the Government of India 
under the leadership of Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi decided to add opportun- 
ities or schemes for direct 
employment in addition to just 
schemes for economic growth. 

More Employment Avenues 

T he approach to create sup- 
plementary avenues for 
employment was reflected in 1 972 
when one percent of the total 
credit by the banks were ear- 
marked under Differential Rate of 
Interest at four percent exclusively 
for the people below poverty line, 
providing them with some capital 
for self employment ventures. In 
the Sixth Plan, schemes like Inte- 
grated Rural Development Pro- 
gramme (IRDP), Rural Landless 
Employment Guarantee Pro- 
gramme (RLEGP), National Rural 
Employment Programme (NREP), 
etc. were introduced. 

These programmes were basi- 
caly meant for the rural sector 
because it was found that most of 
the people below poverty line lived 
there. Rural areas also have a 
very large percentage of unem- 
ployed and underemployed 
people. Once the agricultural 
season is over, many of them are 
either unemployed or grossly 
underemployed. Many schemes 
were evolved with the purpose 
that people will have easy access 
to finance at concessional rates 
and that they may start their own 
self-employment ventures. If they 
blossom in productive ventures 
they would not only solve their 
problem of unemployment but 
may even employ other people. 


Productivity of the anti-poverty 
schemes is to be judged not only 
in terms of economic progress but 
also in terms of developing the 
spirit of initiative and enterprise 
among the rural poor. 

New Challenge 

T hough various anti-poverty 
schemes are going well, still 
there is surely scope for making 
them more productive. For exam- 
ple, in the State of Goa, advances 
given by banks are just about 30 
percent of the deposits whereas 


the credit given should not be less 
than 60 percent. The principle is 
that there should not be flight of 
capital from the industrially back- 
ward areas to more developed 
areas. Goa is an industrially back- 
ward area where unemployment 
has traditionally been rampant. 
Earlier people used to migrate 
mainly to Bombay and other parts 
of India and to Portuguese and 
British colonies in East Africa. 
Opportunities in Goa in the forties 
and fifties were very limited, until 
the mining boom came in. With it 
there was an improvement, but a 
short lived one and soon people 
started migrating to countries like 
Australia and Canada. When laws 
in those countries severely 
restricted immigration they began 
moving towards countries in the 
Gulf. Now things are getting diffi- 
cult in the Gulf countries also. 
There has been a slump in oil 
prices and consequently employ- 
ment opportunities in the Gulf 
have been curtailed. Today we 
must be prepared for a partial 
exodus of our people who were 
working in the Gulf. We must have 
a strategy to deal with this situa- 
tion. 


Rural Employment 

T he rural employment facilities 
are given by the anti-poverty 
schemes for creation of direct 
employment in rural areas. Credit 
institutions are providing neces- 
sary financial assistance. Apart 
from giving credit, it must be 
ensured that the credit is produc- 
tively used. It depends upon 
appropriate infrastructures. The 
creation of such infrastructural lin- 
kages is the responsibility of the 
State Governments and some 
agencies of the Central Govern- 


ment and not of the financial insti- 
tutions. Therefore, the 
Government and the financial insti- 
tutions has to work hand in hand 
to make the credit more produc- 
tive. For example, farming and 
rural artisanship should be more 
renumerative. This has to be done 
not, merely by giving credit, but 
also by strengthening infrastruc- 
tural linkages. Unless there are 
raw materials easily available, 
mere giving credit will not produce 
the necessary results. 

In rural credit schemes, the 
marketing aspect should also be 
taken care of, along with supply of 
raw materials. Only then the cap- 
ital invested for creation of jobs 
can really become productive and 
create employment as desired. 
The credit assistance schemes 
are not only for the rural people, 
but also for the urban people. We 
have Self Employment Pro- 
gramme for Urban Poor (SEPUP) 
scheme for the poor in the urban 
areas, the Self Employment Pro- 
gramme for the Educated Unem- 
ployed Youth (SE-EUY) scheme 
for the educated urban youths. 
The SEEUY scheme has not suc- 
ceeded to the extent desired, 


because there is no proper utilisa- 
tion of the credit advanced. It is 
suggested that the loans under 
SEEUY scheme may be tied up to 
some sort of training to the ben- 
eficiaries so that their projects fruit- 
ify and become productive. While 
updating and upgradation of tech- 
nology is necessary in the case 
of farmers, carpenters and other 
artisans, training is far more nec- 
ess?.,y in the case of young people 
who are first generation preneurs. 
It is expected that the training 
organisations will advise on a 
viable project to the beneficiary of 


SEEUY schemes and help him in 
procuring necessary licences, 
sheds, water, and power connec- 
tion. 

In the industrially backward 
areas special facilities are given 
for setting up industries. Every 
industry creates some employ- 
ment opportunities. But what is to 
be made sure is that the employ- 
ment opportunities created are in 
proportion to the capital invested. 
Capital intensive industries in 
backward areas should be dis- 
couraged and in principle only 
labour intensive industries should 
be permitted. Another aspect to be 
considered is whether the 
employment opportunities benefits 
the people of that area. 
Technology upgradation 

T echnology is essential for eco- 
nomic development and with- 
out constant upgradation of tech- 
nology, progress, competitiveness 
and improvement in quality are not 
possible. Technology when it is uti- 
lised, however, must be appropri- 
ate and absorbable by the social 
groups utilising it. Technology then 
does not merely increase produc- 
tivity and economic growth but 


opens up extended avenues of' 
employment. A good example of 
use of appropriate technology is 
the Green Revolution itself. In the 
sixties when there was a localised 
drought in Bihar, we were depen- 
dent on supply of foodgrains from 
the foreign ships and it was said 
that we were living from ship to 
mouth. Now we have experienced 
the worst drought in our recorded 
history. There has been droughts 
for three consecutive years. Apart 
from drought, floods in Assam and 
Eastern parts created havoc in the 
country. Yet our position as far as 
food stocks are concerned is 
better than it ever was in the pre- 
vious droughts. This has been the 
result of introduction of appropri- 
ate technologies. 

Banker’s Approach 

O ver the years we have been 
talking of the need to involve 
village in the planning process. 
Even 40 years after Indepen- 
dence, planning from the grass- 
roots is yet to be achieved. It is a 
matter of pride for the Banking 
sector that it will be the first in the 
country to really do planning with 
the village as the nodal point. In/fic\ 
'service area approach’ every ruruV 
branch will be taking care of the 
annual credit requirement for a 
cluster of villages. Annual credit 
plans will be formulated by the 
branch for the villages allotted to 
it. These plans will coincide with 
the annual financial year from 
March 1989. 

One of the main purpose of the 
Nationalisation of Banks was that 
people should not approach the 
money lenders but should have 
recourse to the banks which offer 
a better deal. But even today 
people have not broken away from 
the moneylenders to the extent 
desired. To demonstrate that the 
facilities of the banks are not only 
for the wealthy but also for the 
masses in rural or urban areas the ^ 
concept of Credit Camps wai b 
brought into operation. 

It is clear that the Government 
will not be in a position to absorb 
all the people who come in the 
employment marked. The mini- 
mum requirement in the course of 
7th Five Year Plan is of about 40 
million jobs, but the organised 
sector can provide not more than 
3 million jobs. The jest has to be 
created through seif-employment 
and, therefore, young people must 
utilise these schemes to the max- 
imum. There is also going to be a 
big thrust on the Housing sector 
and the Government will encour- 
age in all possible manner build- 
ing of more houses for the people. 
Therefore, skills required for build- 
ing houses, engineering and other 
skills will be in demand. Similarly, 
the electronics and computer 
industry in particular will grow and 
since Government intends to give 
a boost to them which is neces- 
sary for the development of our 
economy, people trained in these 
areas will be in demand. Others 
aras where skilled people will be 
required are those concerning 
public services like health, sanita- 
tion, education and so on. 


It is clear that the Government will not be in a position to absorb all 
the people who come in the employment market. The minimum 
requirement in the course of 7th Five YearPlan is of about 40 million 
jobs, l at the organised sector can provide not more than 3 million 
jobs. The rest has to be created through self-employment and, 
therefore, young people must utilise the various employment schemes 

to the maximum. 
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New York Is Safer Than New Delhi 

i 

By Ludwina A. Joseph 


A fter having spent six 
rather memorable holi- 
days in New York I can 
safely boast about living 
in one of the most dangerous (for 
women) capitals in the world: New 
Delhi. Why Delhi is even worse 
than that most dreaded of metro- 
polises: New York. And I say this 
after having had my pocketbook 
stolen from me last summer in 
Manhattan and subsequently 
making the round of police pre- 
cincts and coming up against the 
familiar bureaucratic imbecility one 
usually associates with Shastri 
Bhavan. But would I willingly go 
unescorted to a police station in 
New Delhi? Heavens, no. I have 
more regard for my virtue. I 
remember some years ago — 
when there was this rash of press 
reports about women being raped 
in police custody — a cartoon in 
one of the dailies where the hus- 
band admonishes his wife: "For 
.God's sake don’t go to a police 
fetation if you have a problem". 
What a tragic comment it Is about 
Delhi society in general and its 
institutions in particular. 


One shudders to read stories 
such as one the other day about 
the young college girl who gal- 
lantly fought off five (or was it six?) 
molesters in a public transport bus 
in broad daylight (they happened 
to be DTC staff) and lived to tell 
the gory tale. What would have 
been her fate it she was not mus- 
cular and athletic and had obvi- 
ously been taking lessons in 
self-defence? Roughed up at the 
least. Raped at the worst. Rape. 
What an ugly word and how 
common in Delhi. One hears all 
the time of more and more grue- 
some crimes against women and 
children. There are special prisons 
in the West for the kind of animals 
that are child-rapists but in India 
they are rarely if ever brought to 
trial. 

In New York I have travelled 
between Manhattan and Queens 
on the subway in the early hours 
of the morning and thereafter 
walked five blocks to my mother’s 
apartment in Flushing without 
even being accosted. Obviously 
one has to be reasonably cautious 
but in Delhi this kind of thing would 


be unthinkable. It is unimaginable 
in New York for subway guards or 
bus drivers and conductors to 
assault passengers or to stand by 
and watch them being molested, 
which appears to be de rigeur in 
Delhi’s public transport where the 
drivers and conductors are often 
active participants or willing 


On Delhi roads 
women are easy 
prey for every 
lecherous cyclist, 
scooterist and 
motorist. If they are 
following her, 
throwing 
obscenities or 
cruely inviting her 
to ride with them, 
it is not as if most 
of the women 
cannot look after 
themselves 


accomplices in the crime. For a 
woman to wear shorts or smoke 
on the streets would cause a riot 
in Delhi. No one cares in New 
York. The muggings dreaded by 
Asians in New York are in fact few 
and far between when compared 
to the daily diet of violence that 
women, especially, are at the 
receiving end of in Delhi where 
merely crossing the street can be 
hazardous. On Delhi roads 
women are easy prey for every 
lecherous cyclist, scooterist and 
motorist. If they are following her, 
throwing obscenities or crudely 
inviting her to ride with them il is 
not as if most of the women cannot 
look after themselves. They can. 
But to be continuously subjected 
to this kind of harassment and 
unpleasantness can make even 
an exceptionally brave woman 
paranoid about going out unes- 
corted or even going out at all. 

And we continue having these 
Festivals of India overseas. We 
export "culture" lavishly but have 
failed miserably to imbue our men- 
folk with even the modicum of 
good behaviour. Maybe it has 


something to do with the sickness 
in our society and the high degree 
of amused tolerance for what is 
mildly termed as "eveteasing". The 
word sounds delightfully old- 
fashioned but in fact it includes a 
multitude of women-directed evils 
that range from intimidation to 
rape. It must be something really 
degenerate and debased in our 
makeup but the unvarnished truth 
is that Indian society in general 
has no respect for women. 

One often wonders how it is that 
the louts responsible do not real- 
ise that their wives, mothers, sis- 
ters, aunts, girlfriends, nieces, and 
so on are being subjected to the 
same kind of annoyance and 
botheration from other louts and 
goons like themselves. In this the 
41 st year of our Independence our 
men have the freedom to tease, 
abuse, torment, pester, plague, 
distress, insult, pinch, shove, 
push, molest, terrorise — have I left 
something out? — every college 
girl, school girl, working woman or 
housewife they fancy. What else 
does freedom mean after all? 


12th IFFI, DELHI 


Continued from 7 

make a departure from the sensa- 
tional rituals but only in very super 
ficial terms. Technically perfect this 
film is in feet a documentary in the 
guise of a feature film. At times it 
makes us revel in the m.^ery of the 
children of the streets of Bombay, 
serving the Consumerist streak in 
us. In any cae, it offers no stern 
indictment nor any analysis, nor 
any resolution of the issues raised. 
It lives in its own self- 


which are out of place in an oth- 
erwise sparse setting, & (b) insuf- 
ficiency of the locale i.e. the desert 
which conditions the behaviour- 
pattern of these characters. The 
film has an excellent performance 
by Nana Patekar and the two 
young artistes Nitish Bhardwaj and 
Pallavi. 

A powerful cinematic experi- 
ence comes to us in 'Kolahal’-an 
Assamese film. This film portrays 
the inner struggle entirely through 



Nitish Bhardwaj and Palliv Joshi in "Trishagni" 


congratulatory righteousnes. 

'Trishagni 1 , -On the other hand, 
takes up a more profound philo- 
sophical subject i.e. the conflict 
between spiit and flesh. It could 
have become richer had it spelled 
this conflict interms of incest and 
normal man-woman attraction. 
The director had various financial 
constraints which resulted in (a) 
making a few compromises for the 
sake of glamour e.g. Pallavi’s 
golgeous costumes and jewellery 


visuals, and without any recourse 
to technical gimmickry that much 
of experimentation often becomes. 

Punjab, ironically, is repre- 
sented only through 'Tamas'l 
Given the powreful life experience 
and strong human content, Punjab 
Culture should be a natural source 
of great Cinema. What we need in 
Punjab is the kind of official sup- 
port that cinema gets in the West 
Bengal. And that is likely to remain . 
a chimera for a long time to come. 


With Best Compliments 

From 
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Heritage And Culture 


Indian Heritage and Cul- 
ture, P.R. Rao, Sterling 
Publishers Pvt Ltd, New 
Delhi, Rs 75/- (Paperback 
Edition Rs 18/-) pp 96 



Reviewed By Neera Swaroop 


■ ■ E ndian Heritage And 
* " I Culture" by P.R. Rao is 
■ a precise and compact 
I piecing — together of 
the main events in the Indian his- 
tory which have contributed to her 
heritage and culture. Mr Rao is the 
Head of the Department of History 
at Sri Venkateswara University, 
Tirupati. Having mastered his sub- 
ject of interest he felt compelled to 
pen down his views about Indian 
culture. His book is not only an 
invaluable contribution to Indian 
history but also gives another facet 
to our own cultural inheritance. 

The beginning chapters of his 
book talk of the 'Fundamental unity 
of India' and delves into the history 
of how it came to owe its present 
name. When the Persian Emperor 
conquered the area around 
Sindhu river they started calling it 
‘Hindu’ for they pronounced 'S’ as 
'H\ 'Hence Sindhu became Hindu. 
Later, the Greek invaders changed 
‘Hindu’ into India. Since then the 
foreigners have referred to the 
entire country from the Himalayas 
to Kanyakumari as India’. 

However, the early oeople 
inhabiting the country called it 
‘Bharafa Varsha’, which comes 
from the name of a famous Indian 
king. But, the Muslim invaders 
called the country Hindustan'. The 
point to be noted, however, is that 
besides not only racial, linguistic 
and religious diversity but diversity 
in physical features also India 
maintains an 'ideal of unity’, says 
Mr Rao. 

Mr Rao opines that India has a 
common heritage. And Ramavan a 


and Mahabharata are its two great 
epics which are read with much 
devotion throughout the country. 
They help foster the unity of the 
country. What is more, almost all 
the languages of India find their 
genesis in Sanskrit. 

Without neglecting any feature 
of the Indian history from the Har- 
rapan Civilization and the Vedic 
times to the making of Modern 
India. What glues the reader to the 
book is the manner in which he 
talks about the careless flowering 
of countless cultures which cul- 
minated in cross-fertilisation of 
artistic idea contributing to Indian- 
ness. 

While talking of different dynas- 
ties and their diversified culture 
Mr Rao also touches on their 
administrative policies and the 
social life of the people with par- 
ticular emphasis on the privileged 
status the women enjoyed. More- 
over, he also makes an assess- 
ment of the developments of 
religio-philosophical views, a result 
of interaction among Vedic, Jain 
and Buddhist cultures. Such reli- 
gious and philosophical interac- 
tions gave rise to political 
movements that rose in the 
ancient, medieval and modern 
periods of Indian history conclud- 
ing with the rise of nationalism 
during the British rule. 

In the last two chapters Mr Rao 
discusses in length the two great 
epics Ramayana by Valmiki and 
Mahabharata by Vedavyasa. Their 
thematic similarities of depicting 
human nature in all its facets with 
emphasis on ’righteous conduo* 


than on blind obedience’. His last 
topic of discussion is the religions, 
Jainism and Buddhism, and their 
initiators Mahavira and Buddha, 
respectively. Whereas Jainism 
deals with metaphysical questions 
regarding the soul, karma and lib- 
eration, 'the chief purpose of 
Buddha’s enquiry was practical or 
therapeutic. The starting point of 
his religion is suffering (Dukkha)’ 
which has cause and 'Nirvana' can 
be achieved by treading on the 
eightfold path. With the spread of 
Buddhism women began to 'enjoy 
more equality and greater respect 
and authority than ever hitherto 
accorded to them’. Mr Rao also 
brings to light the negative aspect 
of Buddha; his acceptance of the 
'caste system’. It was due to this 
reason that the religion Buddhism 
lost its hold on the masses. 

Especially written for the stu- 
dents of history the book, Mr Rao 
claims, is 'based on the authorit- 
ative works of eminent Indian and 
foreign writers on the subject’. 

The book establishes that in all 
ups and downs of its long history 
India’s culture like a caravan has 
kept on moving since time imme- 
morial bringing in its trail all kinds 
of people from far ends of the 
world. It has always unhesitatingly 
adopted, adapted and absorbed 
new ideas which shaped it to its 
present state. The India we have 
inherited abounds in richness of 
culture and there is hardly a 
thought in philosophy, science or 
the arts of which some grain is not 
found in India. 


The Aged: 
They Can Also 
Work 


By K. Parameswaran 


P opulation experts are of 
the opinion that by the 
turn of this century, the 
percentage of over-60's 
in India could well rise to 12.5 
which means one out of every 
eight Indians would be over 60 by 
2000 AD. The gravity of the situ- 
ation increases when we take into 
account the marked decline in 
death rate over the past two 
decades with little or no abatement 
in the tempo of population 
increase. The conclusion of the 
experts is that unless remedial 
measures are taken urgently, the 
economic dependence of the wid- 
ening segment of elderly people 
on the rest of the population would 
adversely affect the productive 
activities of the country. 

'Aging’, in the recognized med- 
ical sense, is based only on "pro- 
vable evidence of functional 
degeneration". This is not neces- 
sarily related to date of birth and 
hence pointless to include all those 
who are 55 or 58 years old. In 
modern times with increased med- 
ical facilities and life expectancy 
the process of aging starts only in 
stages much later than 55 or 58. 
Of course, there can be odd cases 
where despite the actual age, a 
person may develop pathological 
symptoms of aging. 

Measures which will serve the 
needs of the aged should be iden- 
tified separately. At present mea- 
sures taken to increase the quality 
of life of the elders are looked 
upon as part of general poverty 
alleviation programme. The pro- 
blems of aging, however, are not 
limited to the poor alone, it can 
afflict the affluent too. Lack of per- 
sonal care, sense of neglect and 
lack of consideration from next of 
kin, loneliness, senility and loss of 
memory, insecurity, fear of death, 
etc. are some such problems. 
Some of them are present in a 
more intense manner in people 
who are not poor in the economic 
sense. 

Some Suggestions 

M edical and geriatric (special 
care of the aged) aid must be 
organised in a holistic manner. 
Recently in a workshop held in Tri- 
vandrum under the joint auspices 
of the Senior Citizen’s Association, 
Helpage India, Institute of Public 
Administration and the Kerala Uni- 
versity Department of Psychology 
on the "problems of the aged in 
contemporary society", many rec- 
ommendations in this regard were 
made. One such recommendation 
is that of setting up of an integrated 


national body *o look after the 
common interests of the aged. Old 
age homes to be set up at district 
headquarters, establishment of 
day care centres for aged at block 
level, compulsory periodic medi- 
cal check ups for all those with 
declared old age problem, subsi- 
dised ambulance service, estab- 
lishment of 'food for work' scheme 
to elderly people willing and phys- 
ically capable to work. 

Aging is a long process. It has 
certain positive features also like 
it confers certain maturity and a 
valuable capacity for reflection. 
Since no self-respecting person 
would expect free food and 
shelter, the national body should 
insist on old persons rendering 
whatever service they are capable 
of, however insignificant it might 
be. The sense of involvement in 
contemporary life is such that 
rendering of such services might 
serve to ameliorate some of the 
old age problems.^ 1 - & * 
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Continued from 3 


Chapter Not Closed 


But he threw away the opportun- 
ity, damaging not only his and his 
party’s image, but has shaken the 
conscious of the Country. Justice 
Narula said that there were appar- 
ent efforts, to push through a deci- 
sion in this case, on the ground 
that “People were laughing” that ; 
the assassins had not been 
hanged even after four year’s of 
murder of Prime Minister. He 
posed the question was anybody 
"laughing", at the fact that not a 
single one had been punished for 
the more than 3000 killings during 
the Nov '84 in many parts of the 
country. 

Limited Battle 

S hri Arun Shourie recalled that 
infact the legal battle to save 
Kehar Singh has been fought by 
only 3 to 4 people. They were not 
detered by all kinds of abuses 
being thrown at them but carried 


P.N. Lekhi 
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OP* 
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lysed every circumstance on 
which the court had accepted the 
guilt of Kehar singh and showed, 
that it was not in accordance w;rh 
the-well established principles }f 
assessing circumstantial evi- 
dence". The circumstances on 
which the case was built up were 
absolutly innocous. This hanging 
will go down in the history of our 
country. But he saw a silver lining 
in the last statements of Kehar 
Singh and Satwant Singh as these 
give a ray of hope in the mind of 
the people. The Public opinion is 
coming ROUND TO SEE HOW 
THIS HAS HAPPENED AND 
WHY ADMINISTRATION WAS 
BENT ON GOING AHEAD WITH 
EXECUTION." He warned the 
countrymen that hence onward do 


not discuss with your friend or rel- 
ative anything, in the absence of 


Arun Shourie 

your wife, because if your frien- 
d/relative commits any crime, then 


Gaxeiiho 

according to Supreme Court 
judgement, one will be charged as 
conspirator. "I have clear impres- 
sion, he continued, that had it not 
involved the assassination of 
Prime Minister, the judgement 
would have been different, even at 
Session Court stage. Though law 
is said to be uniform for all, but in 
practice in our country, difference 
has come in." Today Congress 
culture is to exploit everything to 
preserve itself in power. They 
divide one section againt another, 
organised campaign on dividing 
Hindus againsts Sikhs is on. 
Finally he pleaded that we must 
resolve to take message of Sat- 
want Singh and Kehar Singh to 
every corner of our country. 


“Be Brave and all the rest follows ” 

This is what Jaw aharlal Nehru wrote 
to his daughter, Indira Priyadarshini, 
in a letter dated Oct. 26, 1930. 

Today, Republic Day, in the year 
that we observe the centenary of 
Jaw aharlal Nehru, we remember his 
words and all those children who 
have shown exceptional courage, 
living up to the ideals of service above 
self. 


Justice Rajinder Sachar 


on the job relentlessly. They say 
that President is prisoner but he 
had option to resign if he disa- 
greed with cabinet. The case has 
given few lessons, first the people 
did not wake up at the right time. 
He was distressed that it has now 
become a tradition in our country 
that we do not show or express in 
others pain or injustice. Secondly 
jf we have to work for social 
change, we will have to keep our 
ears closed to threats and abuses. 
He regretted that we now have 
less honest people in public life 
and more are like Kalpnath Rai, 
Buta Singh, Tiwari and Rajiv. We 
have to work to get such people 
removed. We must have one 
objective-restore communal har- 
mony to Punjab. Finally we should 
remember the family of Kehar 
Singh and not forget there. 

Shri Altmash Ray said that Rule 
of law is missing in this case. He 
suggested that Supreme Court 
judges should be appinted for life 
or they should not be re-employed 
so that they do not look forward for 
favours for services rendered. 

Prominent Lawyer Shri Shanti 
Bhushan spoke at length and ana- 
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[^@®0i5[m7 STUDENTS/CHILDREN 

1 


Professor Grammar 


Blunders 


Still In Mystery 


Useful rules to help you with English grammar 



Hello again! 

Do you speak /nglish? 

No, your old friend Professor 
Grammar hasn’t forgotten his spel- 
ling. I’m talking about the ing form. 
For instancve, swimming, laugh- 
ing and dancing all have an ing 
form. 

When one verb follows another, 
the second verb of en has an ing 
form: 

I enjoy eating. 

He finished doing the washing up. 
Do you mind staying late? 

Enjoy, finish and mind are 
always followed by an ing form, 
NEVER by an infinitive (to, etc.). 

I enjoy to eat. 

He finished to do the washing up. 
Do you mind to stay late? 


VERBS FOLLOWED BY 

INFINITIVE 


agree 

refuse 

ask 

seem 

decide 

want 

expect 

wish 

promise 



VERBS FOLLOWED BY ING 
FORM OR INFINITIVE 


begin 

like 

continue 

love 

hate 

prefer 

learn 

start 


'remember 


'stop 


'try 


'NOTE. The verbs remember, 
stop and try can be followed by 
either an ing form of an infinitive, 
but with a difference in meaning: 

I tried cooking spaghetti yester- 
day. 

(Implies you were successful.) 

I tried to cook spaghetti yesterday 
(Implies you were unsuccess- 
ful.) 

I remembered talking to him. 

(You remembered the action of 
talking to him.) 

I remembered to talk to him. (You 
remembered that you had to talk 
to him.) 

I stopped to buy 

Forum Gazette 

(You stopped what you were doing 
to buy The Forum Gazette.) 

I stopped buying The Forum 
Gz.ette. (You no longer buy The 
forum Gazette.) The last sen- 
tence is correct, but the idea is 
unthinkable! 

Now try the exercise. 

EXERCISE 


The above sentences are abso- 
lutely incorrect — a catastrophe! 

However, there are some verbs 
which are followed by an infinitive, 
never by an ing form 
He refused to go. 

They decided to move. 

She promised to see me. 

AND!! 

Some verbs can be followed by 
either. 

Both of these sentences are cor- 
rect 

I love dancing. 

I love to dance. 

Unfortunately you’ll have to mem- 
orize this table! 


VERBS FOLLOWED BY 
ING FORM 


admit 

mind 

dany 

postpone 

enjoy 

resent 

finish 

suggest 

keep 



Change the verb in brackets into 
the correct form. In some senten- 
ces both forms are possible. 

1 Would you mind (open) the 
door. 

2 I asked (see) him. 

3 He seems (like) the idea. 

4 We postponed (go) there 

5 I dislike (cook). 

6 I wish (make) a complaint. 

7 1 have finished (read) his book. 

8 I began (paint) the room. 

9 He refuses (answer) my ques- 
tions. 

10 They have agreed (lower) the 
price. 

1 1 Would you like (come) over for 
lunch? 

12 I enjoy (sit) by the sea. 

13 He admitted (rob) the bank. 

14 He denies (know) anything 
about it. 

15 I resent (be) told what to do! 

16 They want (visit) the BBC. 

17 I have decided (change) jobs. 

1 8 He will continue (study) English 
next year. 

19 I prefer (go) to the cinema. 

20 He is learning (play) the piano. 


Pepsi Clanger 

E xecutives of the Pepsi Cola 
Company thought they would 
do well in Germany with their 
famous advertising phrase 'Come 
alive with Pepsi’. But they nearly 
slipped up for the translation into 
German read, 'Come out of the 
grave with Pepsi.' 

The Hunter Hunted 

H ungarian hunter, Endre Bas- 
cany, was an expert at imitat- 
ing the love-call of a stag. Unfor- 
tunately, he was too good. One 
day in 1 976 a hunter heard his call, 
thought it was a stag and fired, 
shooting Bascany in the arm. 


Ring Of Death 

W hen the silent film star, 
Rudolph Valentino, bought a 
silver ring set with a semi-precious 
stone, the jeweller told him it had 
a reputation for bringing bad luck 
to its owner. Valentino scoffed at 
the idea and wore the ring while 
filming his next film, The Young 
Rajah. The film was a box-office 
disaster. 

The ring was put away for sev- 
eral years. After the success of 
two of his films, Valentino had for- 
gotten about the curse on the ring 
and in 1926 he wore it again. 
Shortly afterwards, he fell ill and 
later died in New York. 

A friend of Valentino’s inherited 


the ring. She fell ill, but when she 
passed on the ring to a young 
artist named Russ Colombo, she 
recovered from her illness almost 
immediately. While Colombo was 
wearing the ring, he was killed in 
a car accident. So was the next 
owner of the ring. 

The ring was then stolen and 
the thief was spotted by a police- 
man. The policeman was an 
excellent shot and he fired a warn- 
ing in the air. As he did so, his gun 
slipped — the burglar was killed by 
accident. 

Because of its reputation the 
ring was placed in a bank. The 
bank, which had never been 
robbed before, was robbed twice. 
In the course of one robbery, sev- 
eral innocent members of the 
public were killed. 
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Pakistan Vs New Zealand 

By Navin Chand 


P akistan team led by Imran Khan will play three Tests and four one- 
day internationals against New Zealand. 

After a poor account of themselves in the Benson & Hedges World 
Cup series, Pakistan would try their best to improve their cricketing 
image by getting bettr of Kiwis. 

One interesting point, of course, would be Hadlee completing his 400 
wickets in Test cricket. He needs just nine wickets more. 

Here are some statistics of the two teams. 


Season 

Captain-N.Z. 

Captain-Pak. 

Tests 

NZW 

PW 

Draw 

55-56 (P) 

H.B. Caue 

A.H. Kardar 

3 

0 

2 

1 

64-65 (N) 

J.R. Reid 

Hanif Mohammed 

3 

0 

0 

3 

64-65 (P) 

J.R. Reid 

Hanif Mohammed 

3 

0 

2 

1 

69-70 (P) 

G.T. Dowling 

Intikhab Alam 

3 

1 

0 

2 

72-73 (N) 

B.E. Congdon 

Intikhab Alam 

3 

0 

1 

2 

76-77 (P) 

G.M. Turner* 

Mustaq 







Mohammed 

3 

0 

2 

1 

78-79 (N) 

M.G. Burgess 

Mustaq 







Mohammed 

3 

0 

1 

2 

84-85 (P) 

J.V. Coney 

Zaheer Abbas 

3 

0 

2 

1 

84-85 (N) 

G.P. Howarth 

Javed Miandad 

3 

0 

2 

1 


In Pakistan: 

15 

1 

8 

6 


In New Zealand: 

12 

2 

2 

8 


Total: 

27 

3 

10 

14 


indicates played in pakitan and (N) means played in New Zealand. 


* J.M. Parkar captained in the third Test. 

Highest Innings Totals 

For New Zealand in New Zealand: 492 at Wellington in 84-85. 

in Pakistan: 482/6 decl. at Lahore in 64-65 

For Pakistan in New Zealand: 507/6 decl. at Dunedin in 72-73 
in Pakistan: 565/9 decl at Karachin in 76-77 
& 561 at Lalore in 55-56. 

Lowest Innings Totals 

For New Zealand in New Zealand: 156 at Dunedin in 72-73. 
in Pakitan: 70 at Dhaka in 55-56. 

For Pakistan in New zeand: 169 at Auckland in 84-85. 

In Pakistan: 114 at Lahore in 69-70 

Individual Hundreds 

For New Zealand: 16 centuries by 12 batsmen 

119* M.G. Burgess Dhaka, 69-70 107 R.E. Redmond, Auckland, 72-73 

111 M.G. Burgess, Lahore, 76-77 106 J.F. Reid, Hyderabad, 84-85 

111* J.V. Coney, Dunedin, 84-85 148 J.F. Reid, Wellington, 84-85 

129 B.A. Edgar, Christchurch, 79 158* J.F. Reid, Auckland, 84-85 

110 B.F. Hastings, Auckland 72-73 128 J.R. Reid, Karachi, 64-65 

114 G.P. Howarth, Napier 78-79 130 B.W. Sinclair, Lahore 64-65 

152 W.K. Lees, Karachi 76-77 110 G.M. Turner, Dhaka, 69-70 

111 S.N. McGregor, Lahore, 55-56 107 J.G. Wright, Karachi 84-85 

For Pakistan: 26 centuries by 13 batsmen 

175 Asif Iqbal, Dunedin, 72-73 119 * Majid Khan, Napier, 78-79 

166 Asif Iqbal, Lahore, 76-77 126 Mohammad Ilyas, Karachi, 

104 Asif Iqbal, Napier, 78-79 64-65 

103 Hanif Mohd. Dhaka, 55-56 106 Mudassar Nazar, Hyderrabad, 

100* Hanif Mohd. Lahore, 64-65 84-85 

203* Hanif Mohd. Lahore, 64-65 201 Mustac l Mohd., Dunedin, 72-73 

209 Imtiaz Ahmed, Lahore, 55-56 101 Mustaq Mohd., Hyderabad, 76-77 

163 Javed Miandad, Lahore, 76-77 107 Mustaq Mohd., Karachi, 76-77 

206 Javed Miandad, Karachi, 76-77 166 Sadiq Mohammed, Wellington 


160* 

Javed Miandad, 


72-73 

104 

Javed Miandad, Christchurch, 

103* 

Sadiq Mohammed, Hyderabad, 


78-79 


76-77 

04 


172 

Saeed Ahmed, Karachi, 64-65 

03* 

Javed Miandad, Hyderabad, 

119* 

Saleem Malik Karachi, 84-85 


84-85 

189 

Waqar Hassan, Lahore, 55-56 

10 

Majid Khan, Auckland, 72-73 

135 

Zaheer Abbas, Auckland 78-79 

12 

Majid Khan, Karachi, 76-77 

* indicates— not out. 


Century By Brothers In The Same, Test 

In Hyderabad, 76-77 Test, the pair of Mohammed brothers — Mustaq 
(101) and Sadiq (103*) scored centuries. 

Century In Both Innings Of The Same Test 

In Hyderabad, 84-85, Javed Miandad scored three-digital in both the 
innings. He scored 104 & 103 not out. 

Record Partnerships For Each Wicket 


Unique Bowling Analysis 

Parvez Sajjad of Pakistan, playing in his Test, dismissed four play- 
ers without conceding any run in ten balls in Auckland, February-65 
in his bowling analyses of 5/42. Next month, he repeatd his feat by taking 
four wickets for five runs in 12 overs, out of which eight were maidens. 
It was at Rawalpindi and it was fifth Test for the Pakistani bowler. 

Team Unchanged Throughout A Rubber 

Pakistan played the same eleven players in all the three Tests against 
New Zealand in 64-65 series. Only Salahuddin made his bebut in the 
firstTest and went on to play all the three Tests. Pakistan won the first 
Test by an inning and 64 runs and the 3rd Test by eight wickets while 
the second Test ended in a tame draw. 


Hat Trick On Debut 

There has been only one feat of an hat-trick in the Tests played 
between the two countries and that too on debut. Kiwi off-spinner P.J. 
Petherick, playing his first Test dismissed Javed Miandad, Wasim Raja 
and Intikhab Alam off three consecutive balls in Lahore, 76-77. 

Imran Banned From Bowling 

In the Karachi Test of 1976, when New Zealand were playing their 
first innings, Imran Khan was banned from bowling after being warned 
by both the umpires — Shujauddin and Shakoor Rana (Mike Gatting- 
fame) — for bowling too many short pitched balls. 

Hundred Before Lunch 

Pak opener Majid Khan scored 112 runs at Karachi in 76-77. He 
reached his three-digital mark in 113 minutes on the opening day and 
was 108 not out at the lunch interval. 

Highest Aggregate In A Series 

John Fulton Reid of New Zealand has the record of highest aggre- 
gate for his country against Pakistan. He scored 333 runs (ave. 83.25) 
in 84-85 series. 

In Pakistan, the record is 296 runs (ave 59.60) by John Richard Reid 
in 64-65 series. For Pakistan, the corresponding figures are: Javed 
Miandad, 504 runs (ave 126.00) in 76-77 in Pakistan and Sadiq 
Mohammed, 366 runs (ave 73.20) in 72-73 in Nea Zealand. 

* 1 64 uns were added by three Pak players for the first wicket at Hyder- 
abad, 76-77. First, Sadiq Mohammed and Majid Khan added 136 runs 
when the former was retired hurt. Zaheer Abbas came in next and added 
another 28 runs when the first wicket fell. 

I 

10 or more wickets in a match (All Pakistanis) 

10/182 (5/91+5/91) Intikhab Alam at Dhaka in 69-70. 

11/130 (7/52+4/78) Intikhab Alam at Dunedin in 72-73. 

10/128 (5/56_5/72) Wasim Akram at Dunedin in 84-85. 

11/79 (5/37+6/42) Zulfiqar Ahmed at Karachi in 55-56. 

Best for New Zealand bowler: 

9/70 (4/36+5/34) F.J. Cameron at Auckland, in 64-65. 

Best Bowling Performances 

In New Zealand: 6/5 Richard Hadlee at Dunedin in 84-85 (N.Z.) 

7/52 Intikhab Alam also at Dunedin in 72-73. (Pak) 
In Pakistan: 7/74 Parvez Sajjad at Lahore in 69-70 (Pak) 

7/87/ Stephen Boock at Hyderabad in 84-85 (N.Z.) 
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OaXBhbB 

By I. Gupta 

E very time after one of 
India’s yet again dismal 
performance questions 
are raised and excuses 
mumbled. Excuses, because none 
knows for certain what goes wrong 
every time Indian athletes enter 
the arena. 

Why is it that with a population 
of 800 million we return empty 
handed, whereas small state like 
E. Germany can pull off a virtual 
coup? Yet again we do not know. 
Four years back the Sports 
Authority of India (SAI) decided 
that it had found the cure for our 
sporting maladies and resolved to 
invest in the much worn out cult of 
the sports culture. A term which 
almost every Indian with the 
slightest inclination towards sports 
has mouthed since the fateful '82 
Asiad. The SAI to substantiate its 
stand on the issue of sports con- 
ciousness floated the National 
Sports Talent Contest (NSTC). 
The scheme with its rather trite 
postulation of 'catch them young’ 
was certainly novel. 

Aiming to break new grounds in 
fostering of sports awareness in 
the country the SAI entrusted the 
NSC with the spotting of talent 
amongst children of the age group 
of nine to eleven years. And then 
honing the already latent skills 
through intensive coaching. 

Today, however, NSTC has met 
the same fate like most of SAI’s 
other ventures. It is yet to get past 
the ■ implementation stage, 
although SAI may not be in 
tandem with such a view point. 
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SPORTS 


In Quest Of A Sports Culture 


The project, they claim, is well 
underway with 2,200 candidates 
having been selected in 1987 as 
against a lowly 150 in 1985. Of 
these 600 have already been 
admitted to schools adopted by 
the SAI as part of this project. 

This is only what the record 
books can tell. In all fairness the 
selection procedure adopted 
negates the very objective of 
selection based on talent and thus 
in turn raises doubts about the 
validity of the official statements. 
The selection especially at the 
state levels and district levels are 
founded on present performance 
rather than on talent. This basic 
lack of adherity to the prime stip • 
ulation of the scheme is due to the 
acute shortage of hands, justify 
SAI top guns, making it almost 
impossible to monitor admissions. 
And this is where probably the dis- 
crepancies creep in, that weakens 
the claim of the records. Certain of 
the SAI-appointed coaches in fact 
allege that majority of the candi- 
dates even lack physical fitness 
not to speak of talent. 

Another irking factor is the 
dearth of qualified coaches. Most 
of the SAI-adopted schools do not 
have adequate number of 
coaches and. instructors. This 
when the scheme provides for 
atleast five coaches per centre. 
Any concrete strategy to set this 
drawback right is yet to emerge. 
Mr O P Bhatia, the director and the 
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B. Bhuvaneswari. 

NSTC protege 

force behind NSTC, however, 
claims that this shortfall can be 
remedied by organising clinics for 
coaches and instructors. 

But what is possibly the most 
distressing of the defects that will 
hamper the success of this project 
is the uncertainity regarding the 
future of the students passing out 
of such schools. Mr. Bhatia while 
conceding this fault admits that 
"the solution lies in the sports aca- 
demies, which should have sports 
related disciplines and the stu- 
dents should be given a degree 


equivalent to graduation. This will 
help the sports person who could 
do little in sports but devoted their 
youth to it, to get jobs." As of now 
the SAI does not undertake the 
responsibility of the post-school 
-occupation of the students. 

Though the scheme has gained 
popularity and has caught the 
imagination of parents and teach- 
ers, the scheme’s haphazard 
implementation leaves much to be 
desired. The conduction of the 
coaching camps is rather disord- 
erly. The camps not only lack in 
authenticity but the coaches also 
seem to be hardly keen on the 
proceedings. Precious little atten- 
tion is paid towards elevating of 
physical fitness standards and 
sharpening of skills. 

It is indeed amazing that a 
scheme so dogged by a plethora 
of flaws has not yet found itself in 
the doldrums. As for a scheme 
whose wheels are yet to be set in 
motion in the truest sense, the 
funds allocated already seem to 
be nearly over. 58 of the 1 00 ear- 
marked have already exhausted 
the grant — a whopping Rs 5 
Lakhs. In fact the allocation of 
funds has been so unimaginative 
and illogical that it immediately 
raises eyebrows 

Does creating of facilities for 
basketball, badminton and table 
tennis cost a Rs 5 lakhs? Was it 
necessary to make it mandatory 


that all the schools under the pur- 
view of the scheme be given such 
a generous package? Did a school 
like the Shivalik Public School, 
Chandigarh, need the money 
when it is capable of raising Rs 1 6 

lakhs for their Rs 22 lakh multi- 
sport hall? Instead could the 
money not have been diverted 
towards more needy schools? If 
this is not an object lesson of the 
end defeating the means, what is? 

Then again, the SAI is yet to 
ensure that the grant it is doling out 
is being put to use. A sad reflection 
of this is the stance of three Delhi 
based schools — Mother's Interna- 
tional, Army Public School and the 
Air Force Bal Bharati — who have 
yet to make use of the grant. They 
have neither invested in the 
making of new facilities nor have 
they upgraded the existing facilities. 

An indication towards the plaus- 
ible success of this scheme is the 
emergence of B. Bhuvaneswari. 

. This Tamil Nadu youngster 
annexed the sub-junior crown for 
girls in the recently concluded 
national table tennis champions. •-> 
Harjinder Singh who clocked a > 
10.3 secs, at the schools, athletic 

Jmeit at Bangalore also happens 
to be a NSTC protege. 

NSTC with the promise for a 
sports culture will have to squash 
the existing snags to bring a glim- 
mer of hope to present pallness 
that engul our sporting quaters 
today 


Sports Quiz 


1. What is the Australian name for a googly? 

2. Who was undefeated in singles at Wimbledon from 1919 to 1962? 

3. In cricket, what’s the name for a very short loose delivery which 
the batsman has plenty of time to hit? 

4. Who was the first person to hit six sixes in an over of first-class 
cricket? 

5. Which 'Greek philosopher’ captained Brazil? 

6. Who said: 'The sound of the ball hitting the batsman’s skull was 
music to my ears?’ 

7. Which cricketer has three gods in his surname? 

8. In chess, what is the name for checkmate in two moves? 

9. Where is the urn that holds the Ashes kept? 

10. Who was the first woman cricketer to hit a six in a Test match’ - 

1 1 . How many one-eyed jacks are in a pack of playing cards? 

12. Who took thirty-three wickets for England in the 'bodyline' series 
against Australia in 1 932-33? 

1 3. Who once shouted out in the middle cf a world title fight: 'Ma, he's 
killing me!’? 

14. Which Australian businessman was responsible for ‘world series 
cricket’? 

1 5. In what film does Kirk Douglas point out that: 'Einstein couldn't kick 
a football across this dance floor, but he changed the shape of the 
universe’? 

Answers (Sports Quiz) _ 

1. A bosic, 2. Susanna Lenglin, 3. Long hop, 4. Sir Garfield Sobers, 

5. Socrates, 6. Jeff Thomson, 7. Sivaramakrishnan, 8. Fools’ mate, 9. 

Lords, 10. Rachel Heyhoe — Flint (at Lords, 1952) 11. Two, 12. Harold 

Larwood, 13. Max Baer, 14. Kerry Packer, 15. A Letter to Three Wives 
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